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ARAB INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION

THE PRESIDENT

Statement
Issued by H.E. Mr. Brahim Boughali, President of the Arab Inter-Parliamentary Union,
Speaker of the National People's Assembly of the People's Democratic Republic of Algeria,
on behalf of the Arab Inter-Parliamentary Union,
Celebrating the Arab Human Rights Day — 16 March

Reaffirming its steadfast commitment to the values of human dignity, freedom, justice,
equality, and the rule of law, the Arab Inter-Parliamentary Union celebrates Arab Human Rights
Day, which falls on 16 March every year, emphasizing that human rights are indivisible and that
protecting the dignity of the Arab person, wherever he may be, is a shared responsibility borne by
states, governments, parliaments, civil society institutions, and the media, as well as regional and
international organizations.

The Union stresses that promoting and protecting human rights in the Arab world is a
fundamental pillar of any comprehensive development project, noting that the foundations of the
modern national state are built on respecting the fundamental rights and freedoms of all citizens without
discrimination, ensuring judicial independence, enhancing political participation, empowering women
and youth, and safeguarding economic, social, and cultural rights alongside civil and political rights.

In this context, the Union expresses deep concern over the armed conflicts, humanitarian
crises, and severe human rights violations occurring in some Arab countries, foremost among them the
ongoing crimes and violations against the Palestinian people in the occupied Arab territories,
accompanied by killings, displacement, arbitrary detention, sieges, and forced migration. In this regard,
the Union reiterates its call to the United Nations and its specialized bodies to continue fulfilling their
role in ensuring respect for and implementation of international conventions related to human rights
protection, and in holding accountable those responsible for these violations against Arab peoples.

The Union emphasizes its firm position rejecting all forms of external interference in the
internal affairs of Arab countries, affirming the necessity of respecting their sovereignty and territorial
integrity. It also calls for strengthening Arab dialogue and joint cooperation, contributing to security,
stability, and sustainable development, and ensuring the Arab peoples’ right to live with dignity.

While renewing its commitment to supporting the efforts of Arab parliaments in promoting
human rights legislation, the Union expresses its hope that Arab Human Rights Day will serve as an
annual occasion for review, evaluation, and exchange of experiences among Arab countries, and as a
driving force for further parliamentary cooperation and coordination to consolidate a culture of human
rights and transform principles and legal texts into tangible reality experienced by the Arab citizen in
daily life.

Beirut, 16 March 2026

Translation of the General Secretariat of the Arab Inter-Parliamentary Union
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