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https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/186(1964)
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Group of Facilitators for Cyprus

Our Group of Facilitators for Cyprus has
its roots in a Committee created in 1991
to monitor the situation on the divided
island. The Committee supported the
UN Secretary-General's good offices
mission and held twice-yearly hearings
involving the political representatives of
the two Cypriot communities (Greek
Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot) and the
three Guarantor Powers—Greece, Turkey and the United Kingdom.

In 1998, the Committee's mandate came to an end and our Governing
Council backed a recommendation to replace it with a three-member Group of
Facilitators to continue contacts between the parties concerned.

The mechanism used by the Group allows representatives of political parties from
both communities of the island to be invited, on the basis of political equality, to
meet our facilitators once a year at an [PU Assembly.

In recent talks, political parties from both sides of the island expressed support for
the leaders of the two communities. They encouraged the leaders to continue to
engage in negotiations aimed at achieving a solution for the unification of Cyprus
based on a bi-zonal, bi-communal federation, and political equality in accordance
with relevant United Nations resolutions.

The group's work is part of our overall commitment to_peace and security. It
reports to our Governing Council.

The Republic of Cyprus became an independent state on 16 August 1960, and a
member of the United Nations one month later.

Its Constitution was intended to balance the interests of the Greek Cypriot and the
Turkish Cypriot communities. Cyprus, Greece, Turkey and the United Kingdom
entered into a treaty to guarantee the Constitution's basic provisions and the
island's territorial integrity and sovereignty.
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But the application of the provisions encountered difficulties from the start and
there was a series of constitutional crises. The accumulated tension between the
two communities resulted in an outbreak of violence on 21 December 1963. In
March 1964, the UN Security Council adopted Resolution 186 (1964), and the
United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) was established.

A coup d'état in Cyprus on 15 July 1974 by Greek Cypriot and Greek elements
favouring union with Greece was followed by military intervention by Turkey,
whose troops established control over the northern part of the island. The UN
Security Council called for a ceasefire and laid the basis for negotiations between
Greece, Turkey and the United Kingdom. A de facto ceasefire came into effect on
16 August 1974.
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Mr. S. Cogolati Mr. L. Wehrli Mr. H. Arshakyan
Belgium Switzerland Armenia
Member Member Member

End of mandate: Oct 2026 End of mandate: Oct 2026 End of mandate: Mar 2028
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