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Introduction

Indian Parliament performs its legislative, deliberative and oversight
functions within the constitutional framework of our parliamentary democracy. In
this process, it is imperative that Members of Parliament have a fair understanding
of the complex subject matters which come up before the Parliament in the form of
legislative and policy proposals. It is essential both for better appreciation of the
implications of such proposals as well as engaging in constructive debates thereon
in the House. It is in this context that the role of academia assumes significance
whose interface with the Parliamentarians - formal as well as informal - help the
latter in unraveling the intricacies and complexities of the subject matters under
consideration.

Interface between the Academic World and Parliament of India

Broadly, the academic world includes educational and research institutions;
policy think tanks; scholars; professors; and domain experts across various
disciplines. There are various established ways and means of interaction between
the Parliament of India and the academic world.

(1) Interaction with Parliamentary Committees: Parliamentary Committees
especially the Department-related Standing Committees and Select
Committees on Bills while examining the Bills under their consideration
interact with domain experts to understand various perspectives on the
subject matter of the Bills. In addition, the Department-related Committees
while examining various subjects under their jurisdiction hold interaction
inter alia with noted exponents from the academic world.

(1) Interaction through Lectures and Talks: In order to educate its Members
on significant legislations and contemporaneous subjects of public interest.
Parliament organizes lectures, seminars and talks by eminent domain
experts, academics and scholars.

(ii1)) Collaboration between academia and Parliament Secretariat: Academia
also often collaborates with research service of the Parliament to bring out
high quality research publications.



(iv)

v)

(vi)

(vii)

Engagement of Scholars in Parliamentary Research: Parliament of India
engages research scholars from academic institutions as research associates
and interns. This enables the Parliament to utilize the services of a pool of
researchers with specific domain knowledge, fresh perspectives and
equipped with advanced research skill for undertaking parliamentary
research.

Parliamentarians’ Reliance on Academic Insights: Given its inherent
advantages, Members of Parliament heavily rely on academic research to
examine Bills, policies and budget allocations critically.

Academia in the Parliament: The constitutional provision for nomination
of 12 Members to the Upper House by the President of India has enabled the
nomination of eminent academicians to the House over the years. Besides,
eminent academics have also been elected as Members of the House.

Symbiotic Relationship between Academia and Parliament: The
symbiotic relationship between academia and Parliament is mutually
beneficial for both of them. While academic inputs enhance the quality of
output of the Parliament, the wealth of information and data available with
the Parliament of India helps the academic world in conducting quality
research on matters of public interest.

This apart, the Parliament engages with various academic institutions

through its outreach programme for their students.

Student Internship and Study Visit Programmes: As part of their outreach, both

Houses of Parliament offer internship programmes to the students of higher
educational institutions to enable them to have an immersive experience about the

functioning of the parliamentary democracy in India. The Upper House has two
programmes called 'Rajya Sabha Internship Programme' and 'Study Visit
Programme' which provide school and college students first hand exposure to the

functioning of the Parliament.

Fellowship Scheme: Similarly, the Rajya Sabha Fellowship Scheme offers

scholars opportunity to engage in research and empirical and comparative study



about the functioning of Parliament and other democratic institutions and analyse
their contributions to the country’s socio-economic transformation.

Educational Trips to the Parliament: Besides, students of schools, colleges and
universities are allowed to visit the Parliament complex in batches along with their
teachers for a guided trip in order to familiarize them with the functioning of the
Parliament.

Conclusion

The relationship between the academic world and the Parliament is a
dynamic and symbiotic one which is mutually beneficial to both of them and holds
immense potential for deeper engagement between the two in the larger interest of
the parliamentary democracy.



