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Honorable Members of Parliament, Members of the Inter-Parliamentary Union,

It is with great honor that [ address you all on behalf of the National Parliament of Timor-
Leste. Today, we have gathered to discuss several issues of great importance and global
relevance, as we have done since the beginning of the Inter-Parliamentary Union in 1889, of

which Timor-Leste has been a member since shortly after its independence in 2002.

The topic I brought up for discussion concerns the parliamentary framework and
instruments for effective control of public spending. In any good democracy, transparency
and financial accountability are fundamental pillars that underpin citizens' trust in
government institutions. It is the Parliament that plays a crucial role in ensuring that public

resources are used efficiently, effectively and in accordance with the interests of the people.

Timor-Leste, as a young and vibrant nation, understands the importance of a robust
parliamentary system to oversee public spending. Our Parliament has worked tirelessly to

develop and strengthen the necessary instruments for this purpose.

First, I highlight the importance of proper legislation. The establishment of clear and
comprehensive laws regulating the public budget is essential to ensure transparency and
accountability. The National Parliament of Timor-Leste has dedicated significant efforts to
developing and improving our budget legislation, ensuring that it is in line with

international best practice.

The Decree-Law No. 1/2023 on the Execution of the General State Budget for the previous
year, which establishes the rules for the Execution of the State Budget, is always approved
and published annually in the Official Gazette. This law aims to simplify budget execution
procedures and regulate reporting, obliging entities to submit a monthly report to the
authorities allocated for this purpose, as provided for in Article 12. The article also sets out
the terms under which this report must be submitted, along with concrete measurement

indicators on the effective implementation of the budgeted programs and sub-programs.

In addition to this, another law was passed on February 10, 2022, and has been in force since
the day after its publication. This is Law No. 2/2022, which focuses on the Framework for
the General State Budget and Public Financial Management. This law brings together the

best international practices in terms of the rules used by other countries to bring



transparency to budgeting and streamline public management processes. This law also
takes into account the way in which programmes are organized in order to achieve planned
objectives by carrying out activities. Performance is measured by observing whether or not
targets are met, using the evaluation indicators set out in the procedural description of each
activity. At the end of each month, the Ministry of Finance publishes a report, and in the
middle of the year it draws up a report on the monitoring of budget execution and the
macroeconomic situation for the first half of the year, thus bringing together all the
information relating to the activity that the institutions have undertaken to carry out and
guaranteeing transparency in the allocation of public money and how it is being managed.
Finally, it is also important to mention that this law provides that the execution of the State
Budget is subject to various types of control - administrative, political, and jurisdictional -

and indicates who is responsible for exercising this function.

In addition, we recognize the importance of continuous oversight and parliamentary
scrutiny. Our institution has implemented effective mechanisms, such as specialized
parliamentary committees and public hearings, to thoroughly analyze public spending and

hold government bodies accountable for their financial decisions.

However, we recognize that there are challenges ahead. The training of members of
parliament and access to information are areas that require continued attention. It is
imperative to invest in their training to ensure that they have the necessary skills and

knowledge to carry out their financial oversight duties effectively.

In addition, it is essential to ensure that access to financial information is transparent and
timely. The National Parliament of Timor-Leste is committed to promoting transparency and
access to information, working closely with the government and relevant stakeholders to

continuously improve financial disclosure processes.

The Rules of Procedure of the National Parliament set out how Members of Parliament can
exercise this control. Article 171 et seq. states that a report on the previous fiscal year is
submitted 3 months after the end of the year, and distributed to all the benches, the Finance
and Economy Committee and the special committees. An opinion is drawn up and
considered by the committees, which can request hearings with the government if
necessary. At the same time, the High Administrative, Tax and Audit Court presents an
opinion on the General State Account and, as provided for in Article 176 et seq, it is then
handed over to the benches and the Finance and Economy Committee. This committee, in
turn, draws up a reasoned opinion with recommendations, and arranges meetings with the
government and public administration for the purposes of appreciation. Finally, during the
execution of the budget, the members of the National Parliament act through inspection



visits, being allocated to the budget programs that are of interest to the committees to which
they belong.

The partnership established with the UNDP since 2019 has been beneficial for this issue in
particular, because a tool has been developed by the GBS execution monitoring team for
gender-based programs. A financial specialist from the team analyzes the execution of the
budget and draws up a quarterly report on the achievement of the expected objectives. This
report is then transformed by the UNDP communications team into easy-to-understand
infographics. In this way, any citizen can access the implementation of the State Budget and
actually understand the data, without getting lost in technical concepts. This guarantee that
citizens can access and understand information about public money makes the National

Parliament an even more citizen-oriented body.

As we move forward, it is vital that we continue to collaborate and exchange experiences
with our parliamentary colleagues around the world. The Inter-Parliamentary Union plays

a key role in facilitating this dialog and promoting best practices around the world.

In conclusion, the National Parliament of Timor-Leste is committed to continuously
strengthening our framework and instruments for effective public expenditure control. We
recognize the critical importance of this work in ensuring the economic stability, social
justice, and sustainable development of our country.

[ thank you for your attention and commitment to this important issue.

Thank you very much.



