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Your Excellency Mr. Secretary General,

I am both honoured and delighted to be with you today to participate in the APSG general
debate held during the 148" Assembly of the IPU. Let me share with you

Mongolia started a major systematic reform toward consolidating democracy and
strengthening classical parliamentary governance through amendments to the
Constitution in 2019 and 2023. We call this historical period the years of parliamentary
reform.

The effectiveness and accountability of the Mongolian parliament have been greatly
enhanced through these Constitutional amendments. Simultaneously, the representative
capacity of the parliament has been bolstered, reflecting an increase in the number of
members of the State Great Khural, rising from 76 to 126. These sweeping changes
include provisions stipulating that 78 members of Parliament will be elected by majority,
48 by proportional votes, and that the Constitution guarantees a mixed election system.

Following the upcoming parliamentary elections in just three months, these changes will
be realized, heralding the commencement of a new era for Mongolian parliamentary
development.

Preceding this significant reform, the State Great Khural of Mongolia, in August 2022,
entered into a Memorandum of cooperation with the International Parliamentary Union
(IPU), establishing a foundation for collaborative initiatives aimed at fortifying the
assurance and protection of human rights and gender equality, both fundamental pillars
of democracy.

| am delighted to share with you today the results of the "Parliamentary Self-
Assessment on Human Rights and Gender Issues", which was organized with the
support of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, using the IPU toolkit,
developed by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and
other relevant organizations.

Becoming the world's first parliament and parliamentary Secretariat in the world to
conduct a Self-Assessment on human rights issues was a special event that will be
marked in the history of the parliament of our country.

Taking this opportunity, | would like to extend my sincere gratitude to Mr. Martin
Chungong, Secretary General of the IPU, the staff of the Human Rights and Gender
Partnership Programme, and the international expert, who provided professional and
methodological support and assistance in conducting this Self-Assessment.

Esteemed Secretaries-General,

| would like to briefly discuss the objective, processes, and results of the Parliamentary
Self-Assessment on human rights and gender issues, conducted in November 2023,
which marked a "tangible result" of the cooperation between the State Great Khural of
Mongolia, its Secretariat and the IPU, and about our plans for further actions and goals
to strengthen international cooperation.

1. First of all, our Parliamentary Self-Assessment was unique in that it focused on two
distinct issues of human rights and gender equality together. The Assessment aimed
at identifying the situation, pressing issues and challenges of the implementation of
policies and activities on human rights and gender equality in the Parliament and its
Secretariat and determining potential solutions.



. The Self-Assessment was organized in 3 main phases: i) preparation, ii) self-
assessment, and iii) post-assessment. Let me introduce about these processes and
results.

Preparation phase:

The working group for organizing the Self-Assessment was set up under the
leadership of a Member of Parliament and the head of the Human Rights Sub-
Committee of the Parliament, and each step specified in the self-assessment
toolkit was thoroughly planned and implemented.

Training and workshops were organized three times in a hybrid way using face-
to-face and online formats involving over 300 participants including members of
parliament, staff of the Parliamentary Secretariat, state institutions such as the
National Human Rights Commission, the National Gender Committee, and
representatives of the civil society.

Four questions for each assessment on human rights and gender issues were
selected and a desk review was carried out to provide reference information to
facilitate the Self-Assessment discussions. This reference information served as
the key source of Self-Assessment to ensure the main principle of "evidence-
based and validated".

National consultants (4) with sound knowledge and renowned human rights and
gender expertise, and background education were selected to work with the
international expert, appointed by the IPU and this has further increased the results
and importance of the assessment.

Assessment phase:

The Self-Assessment was organized in the form of plenary and panel discussions
over two-days. Because it was a process of reviewing its own operations, 60
percent of the participants were members of parliament (12) and the staff of the
Parliamentary Secretariat (41), and 46 representatives of the National Committee
on Gender, Civil Service Council, the General Election Committee, civil society
and senior parliamentarians. It is deemed that it was a realistic assessment,
based on research findings and evidence while ensuring multi-stakeholder
participation.

With regard to the main questions of the Self-Assessment, policy issues, such
as human rights and gender-sensitive legislation and parliamentary oversight,
strengthening the participation and position of women in parliament, increasing
parliamentary participation in the UN human rights reporting mechanism, and
expanding cooperation between parliament and civil society, were addressed
from different perspectives and many important suggestions and
recommendations were issued.

Post-Assessment phase:

We prepared a Self-Assessment report, feedback, and recommendations in
cooperation with the IPU and international and national consultants, and discussed
and validated them at the session of the Human Rights Sub-committee of the
State Great Khural.



- This report includes a total of 111 feedbacks and recommendations that need
to be taken and implemented by the State Great Khural and its Secretariat and
other relevant state institutions, out of which, 36 were about human rights and 75
are on gender issues.

3. The State Great Khural of Mongolia and its Secretariat take into serious consideration
the measures to follow up on the aforementioned Assessment results. The Secretariat
of the State Great Khural will take all possible measures to implement each of the
recommendations mentioned in this report. Multistakeholder cooperation is essential
for the full implementation of the recommendations. For this reason, it would be our
great pleasure to continue working with the IPU, "a good partner and a trusted friend".

4. Furthermore, we plan to incorporate the results and recommendations of the Self-
Assessment into the new strategic plan of the State Great Khural until 2028 to
determine the roadmap of parliamentary reforms, and to work closely with
international organizations and parliamentary offices of other countries to ensure
their effective implementation.

| would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to the IPU for providing us the opportunity
to share our experience and lessons learned from the implementation of the Self-
Assessment methodology to assess the Parliament of Mongolia on the issue of ensuring
human rights and gender equality.

| wish you success in your endeavours.



