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The health emergency was declared by the national government on March 13, 2020.
As of this declaration, several measures were adopted in our Parliament in order to

avoid or minimize infections among personnel and legislators.

For such purpose, the presence of officials in the building was reduced to a
minimum, by implementing the teleworking modality. With regard to the meetings
of the Chamber of Senators, given that the body s regulations do not enable remote
voting, but only in person voting is permitted, meetings were held in the meeting-
room of the Chamber of Representatives, which has 140 seats. With the number of
senators being 31, it was possible to observe the necessary social distancing to ensure
the greatest protection against possible infections.

When it comes to parliamentary committee activities, social distancing measures
were established, both among legislators and officials, observing the suggested
medical criteria in terms of communication habits. In this regard, the work of the
committees has been increasing with the support of virtual tools such as the zoom
platform both in their deliberative activities and to receive delegations requesting

interviews.

In the case of delegations being summoned to inform of give advice on a bill being
dealt with, the delegations had to attend with the minimum number of people or,

otherwise, offer the possibility of attending via zoom.

This was done during the study of the Urgent Consideration Law, that was approved
last year during the months of May and June. Its committee was attended by 160
delegations, most of them in person: 27 official delegations, 16 delegations from
academic institutions, professors and experts, 112 delegations from civil society
organizations, 4 delegations from international organizations and 1 delegation from
foreign international organizations, all of these within a period of thirty days. To this
end, the Senate Secretary s Office, in conjunction with the Surveillance Department
of the Administrative Commission of Parliament and the Division of chamber floor
and public gallery officials of the Senate, implemented entry and exit protocols to
prevent the delegations that attended in person from maintaining contact with one

another, as well as protocols for the location of the Press.



The same procedure was carried out during the processing of the National Budget
Law, which was passed at the end of last year, and of the Audit and Evaluation Law,
approved last month. | cite these three examples as the most important situations
we have had so far, not only because of their political significance, but also because

of the number of delegations that attended to offer their opinions.

As we have said, the delegations that were summoned to the committees could either
attend in person or via zoom. Likewise, the legislators who were members of the
Committees could also attend via zoom, but the Chairman of the Committee had to
be present, as well as the Secretary, who would allow for entry to the virtual room
with the authorization of the Chairman.

In this hybrid format, no decision can be made by voting, since, as we have already
mentioned, it is not permitted by the body’s regulations. All members of the
committee must be present and, if a member is online, he/she will not be able to
vote.

Finally, I want to emphasize that, in the Senate, both the parliamentary committees
and the plenary were always active, complying with the safeguards established by the
medical service of the Legislative Power with the advice of the Ministry of Public
Health. This allowed to carry out the entire parliamentary agenda in accordance with

the provisions of the political parties.
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