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Gender and COVID-19: A guidance note
for parliaments

Iniimes of pandemic; wemen and men are affacied|differently . Falling o take on
will

board gendered dimensions of the ey xisting and
persisting Inequalities and create new ones. This could ampilfy the crisis S Toreacy
its current and future Impact and its costs for women and for society as a whole. The

Ebola outbroak from 2013 16 2016 and the Zika outbroak in 2015 and 2016 had

countiess impacts on women's lives as they became infected through their carer roles,

died as a result of the redeployment of resources away from women's reproductive
health and had little say in the policy responses

Twenty-five years after the adoption of the Beijing Platform for Action, gender equality
and women'’s rights cannot afford setbacks and should not become victims of COVID-
19. On the contrary, the response to COVID-19 cannot be deemed efficient and
sustainable I it is not built on gender-responsive decisions and actions
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