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7\ Asian APA CM 143 IPU/Rep/2021/07
:) Parliamentary 26 November 2021
</ Assembly Spain

APA Coordinating Meeting
on the sideline of the 1434 [PU Assembly

Saturday, 26 November 2021, Hour 16:00 - 17:30
Hall Roma, 2 Floor, Palacio Municipal (IFEMA)
Minutes of Proceedings

Final Report

1. Introduction

The Coordination Meeting of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly was held on
Saturday, 26" November 2021 at 16:00 hours at Hall Roma, 2" Floor, Palacio
Municipal (IFEMA) on the sideline of the 143" IPU Assembly

The meeting was chaired by the Speaker of the Grand National Assembly of
Turkey (GNAT), Hon. Prof. Mustafa Sentop in his capacity as President of the
Asian Parliamentary Assembly.

Parliamentary delegations from Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Cambodia, India, Kuwait,
Iran, lIraq, Pakistan, Palestine, Qatar, United Arab Emirates, Yemen, and
Secretary General of Arab IPU were present during the meeting.

The APA Secretary General, Dr. Mohamamd Reza Majidi called the meeting to
order and invited the participants for adoption of the Agenda:
The Agenda of the APA Coordination Meeting was read by the APA Secretary
General and unanimously adopted by the participants. The items of the agenda
included as follows:
1. Adoption of the Agenda
2. Opening Remarks by H.E Prof. Mustafa Sentop, President of the Asian
Parliamentary Assembly,
3. Report by H.E .Dr. Mohammad Reza MAJIDI, APA Secretary General
on the activities of the APA Secretariat since the last Coordinating
Meeting in Belgrade, Serbia,
4. Consideration of emergency items,
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5. Any other matters

Then, the Secretary General invited the Chair, H.E Mustafa Senop to present his
opening remarks:

2. Opening Remarks by Prof. Mustafa Sentop,

The Speaker of GNAT, in his capacity as the APA President, opened the meeting
by thanking the participants for their presence at this important meeting.

In his address, Prof. Sentop touched on the current international challenges,
including the disastrous calamities facing human society across the world in the
aftermath of COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on global economy.

He also stated that we should keep up with the changes taking place in the world
and evaluate new opportunities for the benefit of our countries as the most
Important elements of our representation responsibility and APA has provided a
great opportunity in this respect.

In another part of his statement he said” Considering the transformations
experienced at global level today; APA certainly will play an important role in
keeping the dialogue channels open in the Asian Continent and in further
strengthening these channels.

He finally referred to the upcoming sessions of the Executive Council and Plenary
Meeting to be hosted by Turkey in January 2022 and thanked the Parliaments of
Bahrain, Iran and United Arab Emirates for expressing their candidacy for the
position as vice-presidents and chairmanship of the related Standing Committees
for the year 2022-2023.

He finally called on the APA Secretary General to present a brief summary of the
activities of the APA Secretariat during the mentioned period. (Attachment I)

3. Report of the Secretary General:

Following the opening remarks by the Meeting Chairperson, the APA Secretary
General started his report with a short welcome note to the participants and
appreciated all the IPU delegates of the APA member parliaments who
responded to the invitation of the Secretariat and participated at this event. He
also thanked the APA President, His Excellency Professor Mustafa Sentop,
Speaker of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey, who honored the
participants with his presence and address at this important session.
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The APA Secretary General, then, listed various activities of the Secretariat since
the past coordinating meeting held in Belgrade, Serbia in two parts as follows:
a) Pre-pandemic programs
b) Programs during the virus crisis

a) Pre-Pandemic Activities of the APA:
During the past six months since the previous Coordinating Meeting on the
sideline of the 141 IPU Assembly in Belgrade, APA Secretariat has been able to
actively contribute to the successful organization of the following events at
generous invitation of the host member parliaments:
» The First Executive Council meeting from 25-28 Oct. 2019 in Rize,
Republic of Turkey,
» Establishment of the Working Group on Statutory Documents( Proposal
of Russian Federation)
e This Working Group was proposed to examine and revisit the APA
working documents under the chair of Kuwait and with membership of
Turkey, Iran, Irag, Russia, Cambodia, Bahrain and Palestine.
e This meeting was cancelled and postponed to a later date due to the
outbreak of corona virus disease.
> 12" Plenary Meeting: The 12" Plenary Meeting was held from 13-18
December 2019 in Antalya with participation of 21 delegations.
This was the last in-person meeting before the outbreak of the corona
Virus crisis late 2019.
b) APA activities in the face of COVID-19 Pandemic:
» APA President’s appeals for collective measures to fight current global
pandemic through a letter addressed to all member parliaments.

» APA Secretariat innovative policies to hold the APA Meeting
remotely:
APA Secretariat spared no efforts to continue its work after a short hiatus
and through contacts with member parliaments, particularly with the Head
of Turkish Group, Ms. Asuman Erdogan, to hold virtual meetings. This
efforts resulted positively and the first virtual meeting on COVID-19 was
hosted by Turkey in Ankara on July 09, 2020.

» Consideration and adoption of the Decision on” Special Rules of
Procedure to Regulate the Conduct of APA Virtual Sessions:



Under this item, a regulatory framework was adopted by the 1% Bureau
Meeting hosted physically by Turkey to plan holding the APA events in
virtual format.
As a result, the virtual meetings were hosted by member parliaments as
follows:
e Virtual Meeting on Women and Family based Economy( Tehran-
March 09,2021)
e Virtual Meeting of the APA President & Vice-Presidents on APA
Future Activities,( Istanbul- Turkey) April 06, 2021,
e Standing Committee on Economic and Sustainable Development-
Manama (Bahrain) May 20,2021,
e Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs- Tehran(lran)
July 14, 2021
e Standing Committee on Budget and Planning-Moscow ( Russian
Federation) August. 04, 2021
APA Second Bureau Meeting: The 2" Bureau Meeting which was hosted
in person by Turkey from 11-14 October 2021 discussed several important
issues, including model of payment, future APA activities, date and venue
of future meetings.
APA Working Group on Statutory Documents: Following cancellation
of the Working Group session in Kuwait due to outbreak of the Corona
Virus, the Working Group on Statutory Documents held its first session on
Oct. 12-13 in Turkey to amend the APA Working Documents. (Attachment 1)

4. Consideration of Emergency Items

The meeting thoroughly examined the Emergency Items submitted by various
IPU Groups. The Chair reminded the delegates that only one emergency item
could be considered by each General Assembly and gave the floor to the delegates
wishing to share their views. The emergency items before this session included
four items as follows:

1. Indonesia: Global parliamentary support for the humanitarian situation
of the Palestinians,

2. Germany, Latvia, the Netherlands and Poland: Stopping human
trafficking, halting human rights abuses and working towards free and
fair election in Belarus,



3. Mexico: Impetus to regional development of countries with high levels
of international migration,
4. Russian Federation: The vital necessity of ensuring uninterrupted
parliamentary activities during pandemics.
In addition to the above four items which were submitted to the IPU Secretariat
within the statutory deadline, IPU Group of Turkey also raised an item entitled:
Join approach by parliaments to combat fake news, hate speech, disinformation,
and their negative impacts on freedoms/ laws caused by the commercial
strategies of multi-national social media corporations that do not recognize
national legislations.

As sponsors of the items 1 and 4 were absent, no decisions could be made on
their submitted proposals. Nevertheless delegates present at the meeting
expressed their positions.

5. Items 5 of the Agenda on “ Other Matters”:

As regards this item, participants expressed their perspectives on the related
issues of their interest. Delegate from Pakistan shared his idea about APA
activities and reflected his points of view as follows:

- Words of appreciation to the APA President and Secretary General for their
effective management of the affairs and holding the APA meetings on
timely basis,

- Distressful and tragic impacts of COVID-19 in every sphere of life at
international level leading to unexpected devastating economic disparities,

- APA efficient work schedule in exchanging views among members in
respect of the emerging issues facing humanity,

- The need to expedite efforts for reforming APA to address future
challenges

- The need for collective wisdom to address emerging issues like inequality,
poverty, health , education and climate change, water scarcity and trade,

- The need to strengthen APA to formulate and provide guidelines for
durable peace and prosperity across Asia ,

- Appreciation for a timely initiative in respect of establishment of Working
Group on Statutory Documents and the need for taking action in respect of
the working group on Asian Parliament.

- The two working groups should be supported in terms of financial and
human resources.



6.

The need for creating a viable and independent financial framework for
APA in order to make it a potent organization,

The need to have a rotating procedure concerning important positions of
the APA Secretariat as well as the staff members.

After conclusion of the APA official business, the APA Coordination Meeting
ended with a thankful statement on the part of the APA President.

Other activities of the APA Secretary General

APA Secretary General held fruitful talks with Mr. Serwan Ismail,
Secretary General of the Iragi Council on the position of Iraqg in respect of
its active participation at APA events following parliamentary elections for
the new term of the parliament.

APA Secretary General’s Address at the 143" Assembly :

APA Secretary General, Dr. Majidi listed among speakers of General
Debate in the category of international observers at the 143rd IPU
Assembly delivered a speech on general debate in the Assembly Meeting.
In his address which was focused on”

“Contemporary Challenges to Democracy: Overcoming division and
building community”

APA Secretary General began his statement with sincere words of thanks
and stated that the theme of general debate is a multifaceted issue which
calls to be addressed in an all-inclusive manner.

He said since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, the role of government
in public health has come to the forefront of the national convention,
adding that sound public health policy will be as respectful as possible of
civil liberties.

He concluded by saying a lesson is to be learned from this virus crisis, the
crisis that should be perceived as a wakeup call for all the stakeholders,
particularly governments and parliaments to sit together at the same table
and agree on same protocols in order to reach a common point of view.
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Attachment |

Saygideger Parlamento Baskanlari,
Hiirmetli Parlamenterler,
Degerli Konuklar, Sayin Hanimefendiler, Beyefendiler,

Asya Parlamenter Asamblesi Dénem Bagskani olarak PAB 143’lincii Genel Kurulu
cercevesinde diizenlenen koordinasyon toplantimiza baskanlik etmekten ve siz degerli

parlamenterlerle bir araya gelmekten biiytik mutluluk duyuyorum.

Hem PAB marjinda yapmakta oldugumuz ikili ve ¢ok tarafli temaslarin, hem APA
olarak gerceklestirdigimiz bu toplantimizin lilkelerimizin baris, huzur, refah ve

esenligine katkida bulunmasini temenni ediyorum.

Hepimizin malumu oldugu lizere, kiiresel diizeyde onemli sinamalarla karsi karsiya
oldugumuz bir donemden gegiyoruz. Tiim diinyay! her alanda derinden etkileyen bir

felaket olan Kovid-19 salgininin yaralarini artik ivedilikle sarmamiz gerekiyor.

Aclik ve yoksulluk her zaman oldugu gibi maalesef halen kiiresel gtindemin en list

siralarinda yer aliyor.

Artan yasadisi gég ve insan kagakgiliginin neden oldugu trajediler hepimizin ytiregini

kanatmaya devam ediyor.

Asiricilik ve teror, masum insanlarin canina kast ediyor, halklarimizin yararina
kullanacagimiz kaynaklar tiiketiyor. Iklim sorunlar1 sadece bizleri tehdit etmekle

kalmiyor, cocuklarimizin gelecegini ipotek altina aliyor.

Yiizylllarin birikimi sonucunda ortaya ¢ikan bu olumsuz gértintiide radikal bir iyilesmeyi kisa
dénemde saglamamiz elbette miimkiin olmayacaktir. Ancak, bu sorunlarin ¢éziimii igin

olmazsa olmaz temel hususun birlikte hareket etmek oldugunu gérmemiz biiytik nem tastyor.

Modern diplomasinin en onemli bilesenlerden biri haline gelen parlamenter diplomasinin
sundugu imkanlar1 kullanmamiz, bilgi ve tecriibemizi paylasmamiz, gticiimiizii ortak
menfaat saglayacak adimlar icin harcamamiz, karsi karsiya kaldigimiz kiiresel sorunlarin
ortak bir zeminde ve kalici bir sekilde ¢6ziime kavusturulmasinda en degerli katkiyi tegkil

edecektir.



Diinyadaki degisimlere ayak uydurulmasi ve yenifirsatlarin tilkelerimizin yararina olacak sekilde
degerlendirilmesinin temsil sorumlulugumuzun en é6nemli unsurlari oldugu dikkate alindiginda,

APA’'nin sagladigi biiytik fayda net bir sekilde gériilmektedir.

Uyelerimizin ortak bir anlayisla hareket ederek APA’y1 sahiplenmeleri ve APA'nin

faaliyetlerine katkida bulunmalari bizlere biiytik mutluluk vermektedir.

Bunu son olarak 11-14 Ekim 2021 tarihlerinde Nevsehir'de diizenledigimiz APA Baskanlik Divani
ve Temel Dékiimanlar Calisma Grubu toplantisinda miisahede ettik. Bu toplantida saglanan

ilerlemelerin hepimiz icin hayirl ve ugurlu olmasini temenni ediyorum.

Glintimlizde kiiresel diizeyde yasanan déntistimleri géz déniinde bulundurdugumuzda;
APA’nin Asya kitasinda diyalog kanallarinin agik tutulmasinda ve bu kanallarin daha

da giiclendirilmesinde énemli bir rol oynayacagi muhakkaktir.

Bununla birlikte, APA'nin parlamenter diplomaside hak ettigi konumu elde etmesi ve
cok daha giiclii ve etkin bir yapiya kavusturulmasi igin tiyelerimizin Calisma Grubu
toplantilarina daha fazla tevecciih gdstermeleri ve ilgili hukuki belgelerin yeniden

diizenlenmesi stirecine aktif bir sekilde katilmalari 6nem arz etmektedir.

Nevsehir'deki toplantida Daimi Komite Baskanliklart icin adayliklarini agiklayan

Parlamentolara bagsarilar diliyorum.

Bu vesileyle, Ekonomik ve Siirdtirtilebilir Daimi Komitesi Baskanligi adayligi icin
Bahreyn; Biitce ve Plan Daimi Komitesi Baskanligi adayligi icin Iran ve Sosyal ve
Kiiltiirel Isler Daimi Komitesi Bagkanhgi adaylgi icin Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri'ne

muvaffakiyetler dilerim.

Ote yandan, édeme modeli konusundaki gériismelerin bir sonraki APA Yiiriitme
Komitesi  toplantisinda tiim iiyelerin  beklentilerini  karsilayacak  sekilde
neticelenmesinin, faaliyetlerimizin planlanmasi ve icrast bakimindan biiyiik 6nem

tasidigi yoniindeki diistincemi de bu vesileyle dikkatinize sunmakta yarar gortiyorum.
Degerli parlamenterler,

Diinyada, siyasi ve ekonomik dengelerde énemli degisimler yasaniyor. Asya’nin yeniden
ylikselisine, kiiresel agirlik merkezinin Asya’ya kaymasina tanik oluyor; bundan

memnuniyet duyuyoruz.

Tiirkiye, Asya'’yla tarihi, kiilttirel, sosyal ve ekonomik baglari nedeniyle bu énemli



degisimin izleyicisi degil, asli bir unsuru olmaya btiytik 6nem vermektedir.

Bildiginiz gibi, bu anlayis dogrultusunda 2019 yilinda Sayin Cumhurbaskanimizin

himayesinde “Yeniden Asya Girisimi”ni agikladik.

Asya llkelerinin halklart ile aramizdaki iliskileri her alanda gelistirmeyi,
derinlestirmeyi éncelik olarak gériiyoruz. Ote yandan, Asya tilkeleriyle karsilikli yarar
temelinde kuracagimiz ortakliklarla bélgesel ve cok tarafli Asya platformlarindaki
aktif yaklastmimizin, girisimci ve insani dis politika hedeflerimizin ileriye

gotiirtilmesine katkida bulunacagina ytirekten inaniyoruz.

Bu anlayis dogrultusunda, Asya cografyasinda agirligi giderek artan bélgesel kurulus
ve forumlara da daha dinamik sekilde istirak ediyoruz. APA Donem Baskanligini ikinci

kez deruhte ettik.

2019-2021 yillar1 arasinda tistlendigimiz Asya Isbirligi Diyalogu Dénem Baskanligini
17 Kasim 2021 tarihinde Ankara’da gerceklestirilen Disisleri Bakanlari toplantisinda
Bahreyn’e devrettik.

Sorumluluk duygusuyla yiiriittiigiimiiz D8 ve EIT Dénem Baskanhiklarimizi Banglades
ve Tiirkmenistan’a devretmenin mutlulugunu yasadik. Islam Isbirligi Teskilat1 Zirve

Dénem Bagskanligini tistlendik.

Aktif dis politika yaklastmimizi EIT ve CICA gibi platformlarda da siirdiiriiyoruz.
Diinyanin en biiyiik bes diplomatik agindan birine sahip olan tilkemiz, 2003 yilindan
bu yana besi Biiyiikelgilik, on ikisi Baskonsolosluk olmak tizere toplam on yedi yeni
misyonu Asya’da agarak Yeniden Asya Girisimimiz kapsamindaki cografyada otuz

Biiyiikelcilige sahip oldu.

Tim bu adimlar birlikte degerlendirildiginde, Asya’ya yénelik kapsamli
yaklasimimizin, girisimci ve insani dis politikamizin 6nemli sac ayaklarindan birini

teskil ettigi bariz bir sekilde gortiiliiyor.

Diinyanin bugiinkii dengelerinde hicbir lilkenin yasanan gelismelere kayitsiz kalma
gibi bir liiksti bulunmuyor. Asya agisindan bakildiginda bilhassa Afganistan’daki
durum hem insani gereklilikler hem giivenlik perspektifinden yakindan takip

etmemizi gerektiren bir dnem tastyor.

Afganistan’da derinlesen insani kriz ve ekonomik ¢okiis yaygin bir aglik riskini



beraberinde getiriyor.

Ozellikle UNICEF'in isaret ettigi gibi 1 milyona yakin cocugun yetersiz beslenme
nedeniyle hayatini kaybetmesi olasiligt uluslararast toplumun derhal harekete

gecmesi i¢in bir alarm niteligindedir.

Halihazirda, Tiirk Kizilayr ve cesitli sivil toplum érgiitleri Afganistan’daki aglik

sorunuyla miicadele i¢in gida tedarikinde bulunmaktadir.

Ancak kis aylarinin yaklasmasi ile bu insani trajedinin daha kétiilesecegini dikkate
alarak, uluslararasi toplumun konuyu acilen ele almasinin ve Afganistan’a ekonomik
ve insani yardimin arttirtlarak diizenli ve koordineli bir sekilde stirdiirtilmesinin
hayati oldugunu ifade etmek isterim. Afgan halkinin beklentilerini karsilayan
kapsayict bir yénetimin kurulmasy; insani krizin bertaraf edilmesi, sosyal uyumun ve

siyasi istikrarin saglanmasi icin 6nem arz etmektedir.
Degerli Parlamenterler,

Insan odakh dis politikamiz Rohingya Miisliimanlarinin karst karstya bulundugu ayrimcilik
ve zorla yerinden edilmeler gibi vahim insani kriz durumlarina kayitsiz kalmamamizi

gerektiriyor.

Rohingya miiltecilerinin anavatanlarina gtivenli, gontillii, onurlu ve kalici sekilde geri
doniislerinin saglanmasi icin uluslararast toplumun daha fazla ¢aba géstermesi

gerektigini her vesileyle vurguluyoruz.

Ote yandan, Banglades ve Myanmar'daki kamplarda zor kogsullar altinda yasayan
Rohingyalarin acilarinin dindirilmesi igin ilk giinden bu yana insani yardim

faaliyetlerimizi siirdiiriiyoruz.

2012’den bu yana Rohingyalara yénelik projeler icin yaklasik 70 milyon Dolar
harcadik. Myanmar’da Subat ayinda gerceklesen askeri darbe ile birlikte sivillere
yonelik siddet daha da artmaya bagladi ve iilkede mevcut durumun daha da

kaotiilesmesine neden oldu.

Myanmar’da en kisa siirede demokrasiye déniilmesine, biitiin topluluklarin baris
icinde bir arada yasayabilecegi kapsayici bir ortamin yaratilmasina ve Rohingyalarin
durumunun 1iyilestirilmesine yénelik ¢abalarimizi uluslararast toplumla is birligi

icinde stirdiirecegiz.
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Ortadogu’dan Afrika’ya uzanan genis bir cografyada yasanan krizlerin sona
erdirilmesi, barisin ve istikrarin tesisi, insan onuruna yakisir bir yasam standardinin
saglanmasi icin APA lilkeleri olarak birlikte hareket etmemiz gerektiginin elzem

oldugunu bir kez daha ifade etmek istiyorum.

Bugiin aramizdaki isbirligi ve dayanismay! artirmamiz her zamankinden ¢ok daha

onemli bir hale gelmistir.

Bu noktada hem kendi cografyamizda hem diinyanin ihtiya¢ duyulan diger
bolgelerinde giivenlik, baris ve istikrarin saglanmasi igin lizerimizde tarihi bir

sorumluluk bulundugunu vurgulamak istiyorum.

Tiirkiye uluslararasi meselelerin basta Birlesmis Milletler olmak tizere, ¢ok tarafli
kurumsal mekanizmalarin giindeminde yer almasi igin verdigi bliylik c¢abayi

stirdiirmeye devam edecektir.

Biitiin katilimcilara tesekkiir eder, hepinizi en kalbi duygularimla selamltyorum.
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Attachment 11

Report of His Excellency
Dr. Mohammad Reza Majidi
Secretary General of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA)
To
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In the Name of God

Report by His Excellency Dr. Mohammad Reza Majidi,
Secretary General of Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA)
To
APA Coordinating Meeting on the Sideline of 143"1PU Assembly
Friday -November 26, 2021
Spain-Madrid

Mr. President,
Distinguished Parliamentarians,

At the outset and before | begin my report, allow me to express my deep pleasure to warmly
welcome you all for accepting invitation of the APA Secretariat to participate at this meeting
following cancellation of our last usual meeting in Geneva due to outbreak of global COVID-
19 pandemic.

I am also pleased to sincerely offer my gratitude to His Excellency Professor Mustafa Sentop,
Speaker of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey, and APA President who has honored us
with his presence and address at this important event.

*hkkkhkkhkkkikk

Following the impressive remarks by H.E Prof. Sentop, | avail myself of this great opportunity
to draw your keen attention to a report on the activities of the APA Secretariat as part of its
assigned duties, since our last meeting in Belgrade, Serbia.

This Report consists of two parts:

1. Pre-pandemic programs since our meeting in Belgrade,
2. Programs during the virus crisis

Since our last Coordinating Meeting on the sideline of the 1415 IPU Assembly in Belgrade,
and the ensuing global pandemic which to some extent has persisted to date, the APA
Secretariat has steadily tried to move forward concurrent with the new emerging situation
and continue its works virtually in close cooperation with and under the able management of
its President, Professor, Mustafa Sentop.

Summary of the APA Activity Report since Belgrade Meeting:

a) First Executive Council Meeting,
The First Executive Council Meeting of Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) was
held from 25-28 October 2019 in Rize, Republic of Turkey and chaired by Ms. Asuman
Erdogan, Head of the APA Turkish Group.

s Approvals of the Meeting:
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Affiliation of the parliaments of Qatar and Timor-Leste as full members.
2. Election of Bureau Members as follows:

3. APA Presidency for 2020-21: Turkey accepted to take the APA Presidency for
years 2020-21

4. Cooperation with Other Organizations

This Agenda item regarding membership of the APA in the Group of Friends of the United
Nations Alliance of Civilizations (UN AOC) was adopted. The Secretariat was requested to
follow up the procedure for membership .

5. Establishment of the Working Group on Statutory Documents (proposal of
Russian Federation),

Based on a proposal by the delegation of Russian Federation made as per a letter to the
APA President, the meeting discussed the necessity for establishment of a working group
to amend and revise the APA Statutory Documents and agreed with the convening of such
a working group with the following composition:

» Kuwait as Chairman welcomed to host the first meeting of the working group in January
2020
» Members: Turkey, Iran, Irag, Russia, Cambodia, Bahrain, Kuwait, Palestine

b) 12t Plenary Meeting:

The 12™ Plenary was held from 13-18 December 2019 in Antalya with participation of
Delegations from 21 member Parliaments together with Majlis Shhura of Oman on
Observer status and IPU, AIPU, PUIC and PABSEC , as observer organizations
participated at this meeting.

Approvals of the Meeting:
1. Adoption of the request for affiliation by Shura Council of Qatar and
National Parliament of Timor Leste as full member:
2. Meetings of the Standing Committees: The following four Standing
Committees held their related meetings on 15-16 December 2019 in Ankara,
Republic of Turkey alongside of the 12" Plenary:
-Social and Cultural Affairs,
- Economic and Sustainable Development,
- Political Affairs
- Budget and Planning

3. Antalya Declaration :
The Drafting Committee on Antalya Declaration met and adopted the
Final Declaration on the sideline of the Plenary Session.
4. APA Presidency by Turkey for the year 2020-2021 and Chair of the Standing
Committees as APA Vice Presidents for 2020 were also confirmed as follows:
1. Bahrain for Economic and Sustainable Development
2. Iran for Social and Cultural Affairs
2. Iraq for Political Affairs
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3. Russian Federation for Budget and Planning
5. Unfortunately, this was the last in-person meeting before the outbreak of the Corona
Virus crisis late 2019.

Following the outbreak of COVID-19 virus crisis which faced the entire globe with
imposition of tough health restrictions, APA, like that of every other regional and
international organization could not continue its regular programs. The Secretariat, after a
short recess, break the deadlock and resumed its works, though much slowly under such
extremely distressful circumstances by devising certain new policies. Consultations with
the President and a couple of members led to the following results:

B) APA activities in the face of COVID-19 Pandemic:

1) APA President appeals for collective measures to fight current global pandemic

In a follow-up measures as recommended by the APA Secretary General, it was decided
that APA keep its contact with all member parliaments during this tough situation.
Therefore APA Secretary General ask H.E. Mr. Sentop, the APA President to address all
the APA member parliament parliaments in this respect.

In a letter addressed to all the speakers of the APA Member Parliaments, Professor
Mustafa SENTOP, called on all the concerned Parliaments, Governments and NGOs to
encourage concerted efforts in the fight against current alarming viral outbreak.

He also expressed his sincere solidarity with the people and countries around the globe,
especially with his fellow Asian nations, who intensely engaged in the fight against Covid-
19 pandemic.

Prof. Dr. Mustafa SENTOP also called on the whole world to display its solidarity,
coherence and dedication in every aspect for boosting bilateral and multinational
cooperation in the current critical international situation in order to save humanity from
this threat

2. In another development, APA Secretariat called on member parliaments to share their
experiences in the face of COVID-19 pandemic. In response to this request, several
member parliaments provided a good records of their activities from parliamentary aspects
in the face of burgeoning panic of the global pandemic.

APA Secretariat innovative policies to hold the APA Meetings remotely included:

1.

2.

Steady contacts with the member parliaments to figure out the best practices, which can
serve our purpose in the face of the unfolding situation.

Consultations with Mrs. Erdogan to discuss the new condition facing us and policies to be
pursued concurrently to exchange views on APA future activities which result in a
common understating to hold meetings virtually.

Support of several member parliaments, including APA Heads of Kuwait, Turkey and
Azerbaijan to hold meeting through videoconferencing.

Video Conference meeting with Heads of Parliamentary Groups of Turkey and Kuwait
and emphasis to continue our programs in virtual format.(10 June 2021)

Welcome support of GNAT to host the first such meeting on ( July 09,2019) as a result of
the efforts of APA Secretariat.
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APA Secretary General’s Positions concerning necessity to hold the virtual meeting:

1. To share experiences in the fight against COVID-19 Pandemic and the degree of success
of each member parliament to suppress spread of this dreadful virus as well as actions
taken to bring back the economic activities to a normal condition.

2. To share participants’ views on the modality for conducting APA future meetings on
virtual basis as long as the COVID19 holds its tight grip on our Continent and other parts
of the world.

As regard item 2, the Secretary General recommended holding the APA Bureau session to take
decision in this respect.

Consideration and Adoption of the Decision on “Special Rules of Procedure to Regulate
the Conduct of APA Virtual Sessions:

The First Bureau session was held on Dec.14-16, 2020 in Anakara, Turkey under the auspices
of the APA President represented by his Representative, H.E. Ms. Ausuman Erdogan, Head of
the APA Turkish Group.

This in-person Bureau Meeting which was held on recommendation of the APA Secretary
General discussed the agenda items before it. Several important issues in order to be able to
continue APA activities until return to normal situation, including holding the meetings in
virtual format was approved.

The Chairpersons of four Standing Committees (Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, and Russian Federation)
declared the ultimate time convenient to them to hold the related meetings under their
presidency and so was decided. Iraq, Chairperson of the Political Affairs withdrew to hold the
meeting due the political situation in that country and parliamentary elections.

- Asregards the withdrawal of the Parliament of Kuwait to host meeting of the Working
Group on APA Statutory Documents, due to outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic, Ms.
Erdogan underlined the importance of this meeting and called on the APA Secretariat
to communicate with the members of the mentioned Working Group in order to
encourage them to share their parts for hosting the meeting of this Working Group.

Note: This meeting was to be hosted by the Parliament of Kuwait in January 2020, but
postponed to a later date due outbreak virus crisis.

Following this Bureau session, the Standing Committees each held their meeting as planned in
virtual format. Each Standing Committee considered draft resolutions before it and made
necessary amendments. Irag, Chairperson of the Political Affairs withdrew to hold the meeting
due the political situation in that country and parliamentary elections.

At this meeting H.E. Ms. Eurdgon, Head of the APA Turkish Group declared that Turkish
Parliament would hold the 2" Bureau Meeting along with the First Working Group on
Statutory Documents It was also decided that the 2" Bureau meeting in Turkey.

The APA Second Bureau Meeting: )
At the invitation of the Parliament of Turkey 2" Bureau Meeting was held at Urgiip-
NEVSEHIR, Turkey 11-14 October 2021. At this meeting several important issues , more

16



particularly model of payment , future APA activities, date and venue of next meetings, future
APA presidents and vice- Presidents, procedure work consideration of Statutory Documents
by the Working were duly deliberated and further consideration of certain concerned issues
were referred to the upcoming Executive Council

The APA Working Group on Statutory Documents:

The First Session of the Working Group on Statutory Document of the Asian Parliamentary
Assembly (APA) was held on October 12-13, 2021 in Urgiip-NEVSEHIR, Turkey. This
Meeting which was chaired by H.E.Ms. Erdogan, Chairperson of the Meeting, parts of the
amendments proposed by member parliaments was considered and adopted.

The 2" meeting of the Working Group is due to be held alongside the upcoming Executive
Council in Turkey.
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