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In the name of Allah, the Merciful, the Compassionate
Praise be to Allah, and Peace and Blessings to be upon Prophet Mohammed
bin Abdullah

Mr. Philippe Schwab, President of the Association of Secretaries General of
the Inter-Parliamentary Union,

Ladies and gentlemen, the Secretaries General and Members of the
Association,

Ladies and gentlemen present,

Greetings,

To begin with, we are pleased to express our thanks and appreciation to the Swiss
confederation for hosting the 138t assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, and we
would like to expand our pleasure to meet you in this important forum of the Union,
which is considered a tribune for democracy in the world.

Ladies and gentlemen,

The Council of Representatives in the Kingdom of Bahrain, with the beginning of the
fourth legislative term from the period from (2014 - 2018), has adopted the project of
"Community Outreach" accordingly, the Community outreach Committee of the general
secretariat of the council of representatives in February 2015 was formed, consisting in
its membership all the department directors, the leaders of the secretariat and under the
direct supervision of the H.E. the Speaker and me in person, as the Committee has
carried out many initiatives, programs and activities for the citizens and residents, as
one of the most important objectives to showcase the role, work and efforts of the
legislative authority to the public opinion, under the light of the reform project and the
democratic process, led by His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, King of the
country. As well as, activating the community partnership, effective communication
with all categories and sectors of Bahraini society, identifying closely the views,
observations and suggestions of citizens, disseminating the parliamentary culture and
awareness, developing the relations with the community, discussing all proposals and
needs through meetings, forums, and field visits to the governorates, the people's
gathering places (Majlis), bodies, associations, centers and educational institutions in
schools and universities.

Since the approval of the Council of Representatives Bureau on the establishment of
several forums, meetings and visits through the project "Community Outreach", the
council is keen to strengthen communication with State institutions, on and off the field,
in order to accomplish the community partnership between the representatives of the
Bahraini people and the public, this is due to the interest of people's representatives in
the views, observations and demands of citizens and developing cooperation with the
institutions of civil society and media channels.

The community outreach project in the parliamentary council, and through community
outreach committee of the general secretariat of the Council of Representatives, has



worked on the implementation of the ambitious plan that includes a number of activities
and programs. It had also adopted a number of occasions and events to communicate
with citizens, in addition to the discussion of scientific materials and introductory
presentations to various groups and segments to publicize the work of the Council and
its achievements and efforts in all fields.

Perhaps the most prominent activities carried out by the Community Outreach
Committee are as follows:

1. Parliamentary Forum on Youth, held on February 18t%, 2015, the launch of
this forum has been under the implementation of the forward-looking vision of H.E. the
Speaker of the Council that the council, during the fourth legislative term, to be "a
Council of achievement and development for the homeland and citizens", through
concerted efforts among all the sons of the nation, in each position or institution,
whether it is official or public. Also, through all categories of society, especially the
young people, in order to identify the needs and aspirations of the youth category, and
that is what the council was keen for it to be the first forum and program for the council,
with the belief that youth are the future and what is being legislated by the Council of the
Representatives today from laws and proposals, are strong national rules for tomorrow,
and for the bright future for the youth in the Kingdom of Bahrain. The Council has dealt
with all the recommendations and proposals that emerged from this forum, as priorities
for the work of the Committee on Youth and Sports in the Council, and it received most
attention from the Council.

2. Parliamentary Forum on Sports: held on February 26th, 2015, with the Council’s
belief in the importance of the sports sector in the overall development process. This
forum was held with the participation of more than 200 athletes and media persons, a
number of former and current athletes, officials of the General Organization for Youth
and Sports, the Bahrain Olympic Committee, and representatives of the national sports
federations and clubs. A number of VIP’s who are interested in sports affairs in the
Kingdom also participated in this forum, to examine closely the development of the sport
movement in the Kingdom of Bahrain and its challenges to come up with the
recommendations that would develop Bahraini sports to overcome various challenges
and achieve to ambitions, in cooperation with the government.

3. Parliamentary Forum on Fishermen: the council of representatives, community
outreach committee organized the Parliamentary Forum on Fishermen, on March 26th,
2015, with the participation of more than 120 Bahraini fishermen participants,
representatives of the fishermen's associations, a number of state officials, members of
the municipality councils, people specialized in fishing, fisheries and municipality
affairs. The results and recommendations of this forum came out with a clear vision to
develop the oversight and legislative role to support the fishermen, preserve the
fisheries, and to contribute in ensuring the continuation of the fishing profession and
what it represents in the rich history of the Kingdom of Bahrain, in order to maintain the
source of income for thousands of Bahraini families.




4. Parliamentary Forum on Labor: coinciding with the celebration of the Kingdom
of Bahrain in International Labor Day on May 15t, the Community Outreach Committee
in the Council of Representatives organized the Parliamentary Forum concerning labor
on April 27th 2015, with the participation of a number of officials from the Ministry of
Labor, representatives of the General Federation of Bahrain Trade Unions, the free
union of workers of Bahrain, and a number of people concerned with labor affairs, as a
contribution from the Council in achieving the aspirations and hopes of the workers and
labor union affiliates, by considering them the main pillar in the economic development
process, and with their efforts we build the nations and achieve hopes. Also, their
suggestions and observations have won the most attention of the Council’s represented
in the Committee of Services.

5. Parliamentary Forum on Women: on the morning of Thursday, May 21st, 2015,
H. E. Mr. Ahmed Bin Ibrahim Al Mulla, Speaker of the Council, has launched, "The
Parliamentary Forum on Women", with the participation of representatives of women's
associations and committees, a number of official bodies in the state, the Supreme
Council for Women, and with the presence of the MPs as a contribution from the Council
in support of Bahraini women and to empower them politically and economically, and
that is through seeking to incorporate the needs of the Bahraini women and their desires
in the discussion of the state budget for the fiscal years 2015 and 2016, just as when the
parliament granted confidence to the government and its plan of action for the period
(2014-2018).

6. Parliamentary Forum on People with Special Needs: on the basis of the
concern of the Council of Representatives on activating the role of people with special
needs category and reintegrating them in the Bahraini society since they are holders of
rights and duties who should be dealt with all honesty, responsibility, equality and
justice, as they have the right to education, housing, work, care, support and services,
guaranteed by the constitution and civilization. Coinciding with the discussion of the
Council of Representatives of the state budget for the fiscal years 2015 and 2016,
community outreach committee held the parliamentary forum for people with special
needs on May 28, 2015. The Forum was attended by more than 170 members from the
Associations representatives, centers, working committees in the affairs of persons with
disabilities and their guardians, as well as a number of officials from the ministries,
organizations and state authorities. This resulted in the findings and recommendations
of the forum that dealt with the most prominent needs of the category of persons with
special needs that some of them were included in the state budget when it is approved by
the Council, and some others came as an image which shows the Council’s adaptation to
the proposed laws or proposals.

7. Community Outreach Committee visits many Civil Councils: the Community
Outreach Committee has done intensive visits to civil councils in all governorates of the
kingdom during the period from the year 2015 to 2017. The visits included open public
meetings with the citizens and residents with the presence of the MPs each depending on
the governorate to which they belong, whereas the meetings were held by giving a brief
summary on the Community Outreach Committee nature of work, followed by a visual
presentation on the Council of Representatives nature of work and its most important




achievements over the 14 years, and the parliamentary agreements with the government
which was agreed upon in the Government’s plan submitted to the Council of
Representatives. Also, all the needs and observations of the citizens who attended those
meetings were documented and some were adopted in the form of proposed laws or
proposals that were submitted to the government.

8. Community Outreach Committee meets School Students in the Kingdom

of Bahrain: The community outreach committee organized a students’ meeting in the
presence of a number of MPs, the minister of education, a number of officials in the
ministry and hundreds of students from the schools of the Ministry of Education. In this
great meeting, the importance of the teaching of national culture in the curricula of the
ministry was highlighted, to ensure the delivery of this culture to all of the students, by
introducing them to the National Action Charter and the Constitution of the Kingdom of
Bahrain, as well as giving the students brief summary about the nature of the
parliamentary work in the Council, and the achievements made by the MPs since the
beginning of the council until now, especially in the area of education.

In conclusion, after this quick review of the draft community outreach committee and its
activities, we can only assure you that the results of this vital and important project had
exceeded the limits of expectations, and became one of the important parliamentary
norms, which is the expansion of the community and popular participation in decision-
making, in addition to the experience the people engaged on this project gained, which
we are pleased to offer for those wishing to take advantage from them.

Peace be upon you all.



