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Dear Chair,
Distinguished ladies and gentlemen,

First of all, I would like to extend my gratitude to Mr. Philippe SCHWAB, President
of the Association of Secretaries General of Parliaments (ASGP) for inviting me to
attend such an august gathering and giving me an opportunity to address such an
honorable audience.

Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic Speaking Countries (TURKPA) participates in
ASGP Sessions as an Associate Member since 2010. It is the first time I participate in
the ASGP Session in my capacity as the TURKPA Deputy Secretary General. With
your permission, I would like to inform you shortly on the history and latest
developments of TURKPA.

TURKPA is the parliamentary dimension of cooperation among Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkey. TURKPA was established upon the Istanbul
Agreement signed on 215t of November 2008 at the Dolmabahche Palace by the
Heads of Parliaments of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz
Republic and the Republic of Turkey. TURKPA acts strictly in line with the United
Nations’ Charter and acts in a very transparent manner.

TURKPA has an intention to render assistance in further development of political
and economic dialogue among the countries bound by ethnic, cultural and historical
ties and create favourable condition for elaboration and implementation of different
initiatives having the purpose of maintaining regional and global security by means
of parliamentary diplomacy as the qualitatively new stage of inter-parliamentary
cooperation. One of the main tasks of TURKPA is the establishment of new relations
and development of existing ones with other national parliaments and international
organizations in the region and all over the world. In this regard, cooperation with
ASGP is of utmost importance for us since all TURKPA member parliaments
participate in ASGP activities. Such activities represent particular importance for all
parliaments and international organisations, as it turns our focus towards the result-
oriented approach and achieving practical results stemming from the activities of
institutions we represent.

Information and communication technologies (ICT) have three important
dimensions: communication, dissemination of information and information
management. The dimensions of the new technologies affect all the functions of the
parliament and the most important dimension that influences the parliament's
representative function is communication. E-mail, web site, web-based forms,
message boards, online forums, e-consultants, parliamentary wireless network,
internet access to the parliamentary network are some of the most important tools of
new technologies used for communication dimension.

Political, administrative and socio-economic structures of countries have been
markedly affected by ICT in recent years. Since the parliament itself is a public
institution, the information it has created must also belong to the whole society. One
of the most effective ways to ensure openness and transparency of parliamentary
information is the widespread use of digital technologies in the work of the legislative
body.



I would like to mention that TURKPA member countries attach particular
importance to innovation process in their respective parliaments with a view to
incorporate the dynamics of the society as well. I want to stress that the theme of the
last TURKPA Plenary Session which was held on 7-8 December 2017 in Bishkek,
capital of the Kyrgyz Republic was: “Openness and Transparency of the Parliament:
New Technologies in Decision-Making”. Fruitful discussions have been held on this
very important subject and Speakers of TURKPA Parliaments showed their
dedication to ensure the utilization of ICT in parliamentary work by adopting a
declaration with important guidelines on this issue.

TURKPA member countries on the other hand have certain important experiences in
this field. All TURKPA member parliaments are trying to use new technologies in
their websites in a multidimensional way by directly developing democracy,
increasing transparency, ensuring citizen participation, making the legislative
process faster, more effective and cheaper, developing relations with public
institutions, and so on. For the past 10 years audio stereograms are recorded and
indexed during the sessions and made immediately available to the public. The
experience of several countries, including European countries has been utilized in
this process. In addition, electronic protocols of parliamentary sessions are drawn up
in a timely manner and the entire process from creation until the moment the law
and draft decisions have been adopted is digitalized and put into the intranet
network.

I would like to underline that the TURKPA member parliaments have a long way to
go as far as the incorporation of the ICT fully in the sphere of parliamentary business
is concerned. However the member parliaments are working very hard and
achievements so far give us huge optimism in this regard.

Esteemed colleagues,
I once again would like to thank the hosts for their excellent arrangements and

cordial hospitality and looking forward meeting you and working together in the
future occasions.



