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Inter-Parliamentary Union

ror demecracy. For ewryone,

Dear Sir, dear Madam,

Please find attached a note with some suggestions on how you can celebrate the International Day

of Democracy on 15 September 2022. Please note that we are also marking the 25 anniversary
of the IPU Universal Declaration on Democracy.

Best wishes,

IPU Communications

%k Kk k ok

Madame, Monsieur,

Veuillez trouver ci-jointe une note avec des suggestions pour célébrer |la Journée internationale de

la democratie, le 15 septembre 2022, Veuillez noter que nous marguerons également le 25¢
anniversaire de la Déclaration sur la démocratie de I'UIP.

Bien cordialement,

La Communication de 'UIP

Inter-Parliamentary Union

Chemin du Pommier 5

Case Postale 330

1218 Le Grand-Saconnex - Switzerland
www.ipu.org

T +41 22 919 41 50

F +4122 919 41 60

Twitter | Facebook | Flickr | YouTube | Instagram | LinkedIn

This email (and any attachments) is confidential to the intended recipient(s). It may contain privileged or proprietary information,
If you have received it in error, please delete it from yoursystem and notify the sender immediately. Any unautharized use,

disclosure or copying is nat permitted. The content does not necessarily reflect the official views of the Inter-Parliamentary Union
(IPU) unless specifically stated. No liability is accepted for damage caused by any virus unintentionally transmitted by this email.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=2de33a90e4&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A 17427593081 95627986&simpl=msg-f%3A174275...
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2 attachments

@ Note_Members_IDD_2022.pdf
55K

@ Note_Members_IDD_2022 f.pdf
79K

https:!fmail.google.comlmail/u.’(}/?ik=2d33339094&view=pt&search=aIl&permmsgﬁd=msg-f%3A1742759308195627986&simpl=msg-f%3A1742?5... 2/2
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https://www.ipu.org/event/ipu-universal-declaration-democracy-25-years-has-declaration-stood-test-time#event-sub-page-26575/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_7z_CsmXbR4yzAGPjeSr4mA#/registration
https://www.ipu.org/file/7135/download
https://twitter.com/IPUparliament
https://www.facebook.com/InterParliamentaryUnion/
http://www.youtube.com/iparliamentaryunion
https://www.instagram.com/ipu.parliament_official/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/inter-parliamentary-union/
https://trello.com/b/w7LJmeRH/starter-tool-kit-for-parliaments
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Inter-Parliamentary Union

For democracy. For everyone.

Note for IPU Members

Three ways you can celebrate
International Day of Democracy 2022

Join the campaign to celebrate International Day of Democracy on Thursday
15 September. This year is particularly special as we mark the 25"
anniversary of the IPU Universal Declaration on Democracy.

Riding on a wave of countries becoming democracies in the 1990s, IPU Member
Parliaments issued the Universal Declaration on Democracy in 1997 in Cairo, Egypt.

At the time, it was designed to be an international standard to guide governments,
parliaments and people through the many challenges to democracy around the world.
A quarter of a century later, how has the Declaration stood the test of time?

Below three suggested ways you can participate in activities on 15 September to
celebrate this milestone in IPU’s history.

1. Join us for an interactive online debate from 15.30-17.00 CET time:

The IPU Universal Declaration on Democracy: 25 years on, has the declaration
stood the test of time?

An in-person/virtual panel debate with some leading thinkers on democracy, prominent
parliamentarians and representatives of civil society.

Open to all parliamentarians and anyone interested in democracy. Join the
conversation online or on social media

More information

Reqister before 9 September

2. Promote the IPU Universal Declaration on Democracy

Use our assets to promote the Declaration, mention it during a parliamentary session
or organize an event in your parliament or online.

Poster of the declaration

3. Share your activities with the IPU

Tell us what you are doing so that we can amplify your actions on social media using
the hashtags #DemocracyDay and #IPU.

Twitter | Facebook | YouTube | Instagram | LinkedIn

More assets available on our Trello Starter Kit for IPU Member Parliaments

If you have any questions, write to press@ipu.org


https://www.ipu.org/our-impact/strong-parliaments/setting-standards/universal-declaration-democracy
https://www.ipu.org/event/ipu-universal-declaration-democracy-25-years-has-declaration-stood-test-time#event-sub-page-26575/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_7z_CsmXbR4yzAGPjeSr4mA#/registration
https://www.ipu.org/file/7135/download
https://twitter.com/IPUparliament
https://www.facebook.com/InterParliamentaryUnion/
http://www.youtube.com/iparliamentaryunion
https://www.instagram.com/ipu.parliament_official/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/inter-parliamentary-union/
https://trello.com/b/w7LJmeRH/starter-tool-kit-for-parliaments
mailto:press@ipu.org

T Rt s i
Universal Declaration on Democracy

The Universal Declaration on
Democracy: 25 years on, has the
declaration stood the test of time?

Drate & Time Sep 15, 2022 049:30 PR in Beirut
ICCE]
Drescription Riding on a wawe of countries becoming democracies in the
1920s, IPU Member Parliaments issued the Universal
Declaration on Democracy in 1227 in Cairo. Egypt.
At the time, it was designed to be an international standard to
guide gowvernments, parliaments and people through the many
challenges to democracy around the world.
Twenty-five ywears on, with the backdrop of democratic back-
sliding and parliaments under assault in mMmany countries arcound
the world, is the declaration stll relevant? Is democracy
resilient and flexible enough to adapt to the challenges of
today and still deliver for the people? Are democracies up to
the task of mitigating the effects of the climate emergency?
And what do yvoung people think?
Register now for an interactive debate with some leading
thinkers on democracy, prominent parliamentarians and
representatives of civil society and parliaments.
IPU's International Day of Democracy WWebinar
First MName™ Last Mame™
- ~,
[ First Mame j | Last Mame
This field is reqguired.
Email Address™
- ~,
| join@company.cornm
Country/Region™
- ~,
Select country/region ~
Organization™
Your organization
Job Title™
Your job title
.. A

The IPW will use the information you provide to keep you up to date with its work. You can change
vour mind at any time by clicking Unsubscribe in the footer of any IPU newsletters or by writing
press@ipu.org. We will treat your information with respect.”

Information vou provide when registering will be shared with the account owner and host and can be

used and shared by them in accordance with their Terms and Privacy Policy.




Speakers

Gunilla von Hall

i
®

Session Moderator and Foreign correspondent * Svenska Dagbladet

Gunilla von Hall has been based at the UN. European headguarters in Geneva since 1990,
Ms. von Hall covers the United Mations, international and humanitarian affairs as well as
health, economic and development issues. She regularly travels for stories on these topics
in the field and in conflict areas. Ms. von Hall has reported from more than 40 countries,
including Ukraine, Syria, Morth Korea, Lebanon, Irag, Turkey, Bosnia, Bwanda, Burundi, the
Democratic Republic of Congo, Mali, Colombia, South Korea and Egypl. Ms.won Hall is a
former President of the United Mations Correspondent s Association in Geneva [ACANU].

Dr Hanafy Ali Gebaly

Speaker of the House of Representatives, Egypt

Dr Hanafy Al Gebaly-is an Egyptian politician elected as Speaker of the House of
Representatives on 12 January 2021, He has been a member of the Egyplian parliament
of the House of Representatives since Cotober 2020, Al Gebaly previously served as
Attorney General and chief justice of the Supreme Constitutional Court.

Hend Abdalrahman Al-Muftah

Permanent Representative of Qatar to the United Nations Office at Geneva

H.E. Ms. Hend Abdalrahman Al-Muftah, is the Permanent Bepresentative of Catar to the
United Mations Office at Geneva and other international organizations in Switzerland. She
was appointed in July 2022 HE. Ms. Al-Muftah has had a wide-ranging career since 2004,
including different academic, research and professional positions. In 2017, HLE. Ms_ Al-
Muftah was appointed as a member of the Shura Council of Qatar, one of four women
joining the Council for the first time for a four-year term. She has been a member of, or
consultant to various national and regional bodies and has many publications.

Duarte Pacheco

President » Inter-parliamentary Union

Mr. Duarte Pacheco was elected IPU President in Movember 2021, He has been a
Member of Parliament in Portugal since 1991, holding different functions. including
Member of the Budget and Finance Committee and the Committee on Foreign Alffairs and
the Portuguese Communities. At the IPU, Mr. Pacheco has been a Member of the
Portuguese delegation since 2002 and its head since 20146, He was the Chair of the IPU's
Twelve Plus Geopolitical Group from 2017-2020. He was also the Vice-President of the
IPU's Standing Committee on Peace and International Security from 2014-2016 and
Internal Auditor for the IPUW in 2007 2011, 2013 and 2015

n Corinne Momal-Vanian
Executive Director = Kofi Annan Foundation

Corinne Momal-Vanian is the Executive Director of the Kohi Annan Foundation.
Previously, she worked in various senior positions and a variety of countries for the United
Mations. Ms. Momal-Vanian served as Special Assistant to Koh Annan in 2005 and 2004,
traveling with him Lo some 20 countries as he worked Lo resolve crises, defuse tensions,
highlight the plight of communities and individuals suffering from discrimination and
abuses, build international cooperation and strengthen support for development and
justice. She worked Tor a total of six years in the Executive Office of the Secretary-
General, after serving in two regional economic and social commissions of the United
Mations.

Martin Chungong

Secretary General * Inter-parliamentary Union

Martin Chungong made double history in 2014 by becoming the first African and first
non-European to be elected as IPU Secretary General. He was recently elected Lo a third
term of office. He has more than four decades of experience and knowledge of
parliaments at national and international levels. He has dedicated his professional life to
promoting and building democracy worldwide. After 14 years working in the Cameraconian
Parliament, he spent more than 20 distinguished years within the |IPU before being
elected its Secretary General—the eighth person to hold the position.



£
V IAAAA \’
'\\ 1889
Inter-Parliamentary Union

For democracy. For everyone

Universal

Adopted* by IPU Member Parliaments on the occasion
of the 98" Inter-Parliamentary Conference
(Cairo, 11-16 September 1997)

The Inter-Parliamentary Council,

Reaffirming the Inter-Parliamentary Union's commitment to
peace and development and convinced that the strengthening
of the democratisation process and representative institutions
will greatly contribute to attaining this goal,

Reaffirming also the calling and commitment of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union to promoting democracy and the
establishment of pluralistic systems of representative
government in the world, and wishing to strengthen its
sustained and multiform action in this field,

Recalling that each State has the sovereign right, freely to
choose and develop, in accordance with the will of its people,
its own political, social, economic and cultural systems
without interference by other States in strict conformity with
the United Nations Charter,

Recalling also the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
adopted on 10 December 1948, as well as the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights adopted on 16
December 1966, the International Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination adopted on 21 December
1965 and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against VWomen adopted on 18 December 1979,

Recalling further the Declaration on Criteria for Free and Fair
Elections which it adopted in March 1994 and in which it
confirmed that in any State the authority of the government
can derive only from the will of the people as expressed in
genuine, free and fair elections,

Referring to the Agenda for Democratisation presented on
20 December 1996 by the UN Secretary-General to the 51t
session of the United Nations General Assembly,

Adopts the following Universal Declaration on Democracy and
urges Governments and Parliaments throughout the world to
be guided by its content:

First part
The principles of democracy

1. Democracy is a universally recognised ideal as well as a

goal, which is based on common values shared by peoples
throughout the world community irrespective of cultural,
political, social and economic differences. It is thus a basic right
of citizenship to be exercised under conditions of freedom,
equality, transparency and responsibility, with due respect for
the plurality of views, and in the interest of the polity.

2. Democracy is both an ideal to be pursued and a mode

of government to be applied according to modalities which
reflect the diversity of experiences and cultural particularities
without derogating from internationally recognised principles,
norms and standards. It is thus a constantly perfected and
always perfectible state or condition whose progress will
depend upon a variety of political, social, economic, and
cultural factors.

3. As an ideal, democracy aims essentially to preserve and
promote the dignity and fundamental rights of the individual,
to achieve social justice, foster the economic and social
development of the community, strengthen the cohesion of
society and enhance national tranquillity, as well as to create
a climate that is favourable for international peace. As a form
of government, democracy is the best way of achieving these
objectives; it is also the only political system that has the
capacity for self-correction.

4.The achievement of democracy presupposes a genuine
partnership between men and women in the conduct of
the affairs of society in which they work in equality and
complementarity, drawing mutual enrichment from their
differences.

5. A state of democracy ensures that the processes by which
power is acceded to, wielded and alternates allow for free
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Declaration on

political competition and are the product of open, free and
non-discriminatory participation by the people, exercised in
accordance with the rule of law, in both letter and spirit.

6. Democracy is inseparable from the rights set forth in the

international instruments recalled in the preamble. These rights
must therefore be applied effectively and their proper exercise
must be matched with individual and collective responsibilities.

7. Democracy is founded on the primacy of the law and the
exercise of human rights. In a democratic State, no one is
above the law and all are equal before the law.

8. Peace and economic, social and cultural development are
both conditions for and fruits of democracy. There is thus
interdependence between peace, development, respect for
and observance of the rule of law and human rights.

Second part
The elements and exercise of
democratic government

9. Democracy is based on the existence of well-structured
and well-functioning institutions, as well as on a body of
standards and rules and on the will of society as a whole, fully
conversant with its rights and responsibilities.

10. It is for democratic institutions to mediate tensions and
maintain equilibrium between the competing claims of
diversity and uniformity, individuality and collectivity, in order
to enhance social cohesion and solidarity.

11. Democracy is founded on the right of everyone to take
part in the management of public affairs; it therefore requires
the existence of representative institutions at all levels and, in
particular, a Parliament in which all components of society are
represented and which has the requisite powers and means
to express the will of the people by legislating and overseeing
government action.

12. The key element in the exercise of democracy is the
holding of free and fair elections at regular intervals enabling
the people’s will to be expressed. These elections must be
held on the basis of universal, equal and secret suffrage so
that all voters can choose their representatives in conditions
of equality, openness and transparency that stimulate political
competition. To that end, civil and political rights are essential,
and more particularly among them, the rights to vote and to
be elected, the rights to freedom of expression and assembly,
access to information and the right to organise political parties
and carry out political activities. Party organisation, activities,
finances, funding and ethics must be properly regulated in

an impartial manner in order to ensure the integrity of the
democratic processes.

13. It is an essential function of the State to ensure the
enjoyment of civil, cultural, economic, political and social
rights to its citizens. Democracy thus goes hand in hand
with an effective, honest and transparent government, freely
chosen and accountable for its management of public affairs.

14. Public accountability, which is essential to democracy,
applies to all those who hold public authority, whether elected
or non-elected, and to all bodies of public authority without
exception. Accountability entails a public right of access to
information about the activities of government, the right to
petition government and to seek redress through impartial
administrative and judicial mechanisms.

15. Public life as a whole must be stamped by a sense of
ethics and by transparency, and appropriate norms and
procedures must be established to uphold them.

16. Individual participation in democratic processes and
public life at all levels must be regulated fairly and impartially
and must avoid any discrimination, as well as the risk of
intimidation by State and non-State actors.

17 Judicial institutions and independent, impartial and
effective oversight mechanisms are the guarantors for the
rule of law on which democracy is founded. In order for these
institutions and mechanisms fully to ensure respect for the
rules, improve the fairness of the processes and redress
injustices, there must be access by all to administrative and
judicial remedies on the basis of equality as well as respect
for administrative and judicial decisions both by the organs of

Demaocracy

the State and representatives of public authority and by each
member of society.

18. While the existence of an active civil society is an
essential element of democracy, the capacity and willingness
of individuals to participate in democratic processes and
make governance choices cannot be taken for granted. It

is therefore necessary to develop conditions conducive

to the genuine exercise of participatory rights, while

also eliminating obstacles that prevent, hinder or inhibit

this exercise. It is therefore indispensable to ensure the
permanent enhancement of, inter alia, equality, transparency
and education and to remove obstacles such as ignorance,
intolerance, apathy, the lack of genuine choices and
alternatives and the absence of measures designed to redress
imbalances or discrimination of a social, cultural, religious and
racial nature, or for reasons of gender.

19. A sustained state of democracy thus requires a democratic
climate and culture constantly nurtured and reinforced by
education and other vehicles of culture and information.
Hence, a democratic society must be committed to education
in the broadest sense of the term, and more particularly civic
education and the shaping of a responsible citizenry.

20. Democratic processes are fostered by a favourable
economic environment; therefore, in its overall effort for
development, society must be committed to satisfying the
basic economic needs of the most disadvantaged, thus
ensuring their full integration in the democratic process.

21. The state of democracy presupposes freedom of opinion and
expression; this right implies freedom to hold opinions without
interference and to seek, receive and impart information and
ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.

22.The institutions and processes of democracy must
accommodate the participation of all people in homogeneous
as well as heterogeneous societies in order to safeguard
diversity, pluralism and the right to be different in a climate of
tolerance.

23. Democratic institutions and processes must also

foster decentralised local and regional government and
administration, which is a right and a necessity, and which
makes it possible to broaden the base of public participation.

Third part
The international dimension of
democracy

24. Democracy must also be recognised as an international
principle, applicable to international organisations and

to States in their international relations. The principle of
international democracy does not only mean equal or fair
representation of States; it also extends to the economic
rights and duties of States.

25. The principles of democracy must be applied to the
international management of issues of global interest and
the common heritage of humankind, in particular the human
environment.

26.To preserve international democracy, States must ensure
that their conduct conforms to international law, refrain

from the use or threat of force and from any conduct that
endangers or violates the sovereignty and political or territorial
integrity of other States, and take steps to resolve their
differences by peaceful means.

27. A democracy should support democratic principles in
international relations. In that respect, democracies must
refrain from undemocratic conduct, express solidarity with
democratic governments and non-State actors like non-
governmental organisations which work for democracy and
human rights, and extend solidarity to those who are victims
of human rights violations at the hands of undemocratic
régimes. In order to strengthen international criminal justice,
democracies must reject impunity for international crimes and
serious violations of fundamental human rights and support
the establishment of a permanent international criminal court.

*After the Declaration was adopted, the delegation of China expressed reservations to the text.



