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If de Gaulle had still been in
power it is certain that this shameful
blackmail would have had the res-
ponse it deserved. At that moment,
‘however, the Fourth Republic was
in the middle of a major political,
‘economic, financial and social cri-
sis. The RAMADIER Cabinet had
resigned on 19 November. On the
21 th Leon BLUM had failed to get
the investiture of the Assembly; on
the 22 nd Robert SCHUMAN had
agreed a majority but he was having

wvery great difficulty in forming a
government. Moreover he knew
-nothing about the Palestinian pro-
‘blem. Our poor government team
would not stand up to the foreign
threat.

Later on I was to learn that we

had not been the only people to get.
-a hammering.(5)

Since that date I have seen Rem-
brandt’s «Anatomy Lesson» at
Amsterdam and I was struck by the
fascinated expression of the seven
watchning doctors, by the cold pre-
cision and quiet assurance of the
doctor who is cutting up the corpse
and by the self-satisfaction in his
look. I thought that Rembrandt had
been three centirues ahead of time -
foreseeing the infamous day of 29
November 1947 when the United
Nations gave the kiss of death to the
country that had already seen the
death of Christ and thereby sowed
the seeds of a bloody conflict, of
‘which, even now, 35 years later, no
one can foresee the end.

|

NOTES

1 — Mr. Raymond OFFRQY, co-founder of
‘the Parliamentary Association and now its Hono-
rary co-Chairman, has been involved with the
Arab world since 1932. He joined Général de
Gaulle immediately after de Gaulle’s appeal to
the French people to resist the Nazi occupation in
‘june 1940, and after the war served as French
Ambassador in Nigeria, Thailand and Mexico,
He was subsequently a Gaullist member of the
National Assembly until 1977.

The following chapter from his mémoires gives
‘an inside story of an episode in the history of
Palestine.

2 — Raymond OFFROY had been invoilved in
problems connected with the Eastern Mediterra-
nean since 1932 when he had taken his doctorate
oflaw. In 1934 he had published a book about the
problem®of water in syria which had attracted
little attention from French officials but had plea-
sed local Arabs by its obvious attention to the
interests of population which France was suppo-
sed to be leading to independence.

3 — Raymond OFFROY’s experience of in-
¢ernational conferences was exceptional. It in-
cluded the San Francisco conference of 1945
which set up the U.N. and the 1946 Peace Confe-
rence as well as several meetings of Ministers of
‘Foreign Affairs. :

o

=

As one of the rare French diplomats to speak
English and Spanish he had valuable contacts and
had had experience of dealing with journalists as
head of the Press and Information Service of the
Quai d’Orsay in 1944,

4 — As the Peruvian diplomat Guevara Bazan
said: Money was freely used by the Zionist lobby
with splendid fur coats for diplomats’ wives and
cash for the Costa-Rican vote, while others such
as Haiti and Liberia were thre atened.

5 — Dominique LAPIERRE et Harry COL.-
LINS report in «O Jerusalem» how Greece, Hai-
ti, Liberia and the Philippines were pressured.
The Zionist lobby threatened to campaign
against aid to Greece. The Philippines wereso
heavily pressured that the Ambassador in Was-
hington finaly persuaded the President to change
its vote «in the highest national interests».

The haitian representative was contacted in
Harlem by Zionist agents and Liberia was dealt
with through the Firestone company whichk

a‘;,. owned 400.000 hectares of rubber plantations

Thus eight years after the Partition of Poland in
1939 another country was chopped into pieces
without respect for its people. This time, toadd to
the shame, the procedures of an international -
organisation had been faithfully followed-
through. -
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«Palestine or creation of a Federal
State, France must take Arab
views into account.

«Despite‘ the agreement of the
United States and the Soviet Union
in favour of the partition of Pa-
lestine, France reserves its
decision because it wants to safe-
guard Muslim interests.»

1 was also disillusioned about fo-
reign delegations. Many of the col-
leagues I met again in New York
were bound by much tighter ins-
tructions than in previous sessions.
They therefore replied to my argu-
ments with a polite 'non possumus’.
Others listened courteously to my
pro-Palestinian arguments but
were above all concerned not to
displease a potector or even a ban-
ker.(4).

I achieved however some results:
the Luxembourg, Yougoslave and
Mexican delegates said they would
wait to know what we would do be-
fore reaching a final decision. These
fragile successes were counterba-
lanced, at the end of October and at
the beginning of November, by the
defection of Belgium, Holland and
New Zealand. The balance was
swinging in favour of Partition but
because a two-thirds majority is ne-
cessary in the General Assembly
for a decision of this kind I still,
about the 15 th of November, when
the Special Committee had nearly
finished its work, remained reaso-

nably optimistic about the way the
vote would go. I remember reading
at this time an editorial in Le
Monde saying that it was far from
certain that Partition would be de-
cided on. Unfortunately I was obli-
ged to leave Flushing Meadows for
London where the Foreign Minis-

M
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ters of the four Great Powers were
trying once again, after the failure
of the Moscow meeting, to agree
about peace with Germany.
Georges BIDAULT had asked me
to.be spokesman of the French de-
legation.

While in England I was glad to
see that on 25 November, when the
special committee on Palestine vo-
ted, the Partition Plan was adopted
by 25 votés in favour with 13
against and 17 abstentions. The
crucial two-thrids majority had not
been agreed. The partisans of the
Partition had only failed by one.
vote — the French abstention.

On the other hand, I was an-
noyed to learn that Egypt and the
Arab League had vigorously critici-
zed France for its 25 November:
vote. I was not there to explain to
my Arab friends that the essential
thing was to keep France in the abs-
tention camp despite tremendous
pressure both in New York and in
Paris. No pretext should be given
for a possible volte-face while
France was in the midst of a minis-
terial crisis. ‘

There was, hwoever, such a
volte-face. On 20 November 1947
on the final vote France joined the
32 partisans of the Partition treaty
assuring a two-thirds majority
against 13 «nos» and 10 absten-
tions. Through telegrams received
in London I learnt that the Ameri-
cans had used Bernard Baruch to
get France to premise a favourable
vote. The Jewish and Zionist ban-
ker, a great friei:d of Truman and of
Churchill had threatened to deprive
France of the benefit of the Mar-
shall plan if we didn’t vote for Parti-
tion.



I flew back to New York, led me to
think that I might be able to play an
‘important role in the debate on Pa-
lestine which was soon to take place
at the United Nations.

It remained to be seen whether,
despite the unfavourable circums-
tances I have related, I should be
able to use my experience and make
my convictions prevail. A certain
number of factors made me hope-
ful ().

There was also a good deal of
sympathy because-I had joined up
in the Free French Forces before
the Soviet Union and the United
States had come into the war, that is
to say when all well-informed peo-
ple thought, like Weygand, that,
‘the English chicken’s neck will
soon be wrung’. In 1947 the fact of
having joined the fight early still
had a certain importance and I ima-
gined rather naively that together
with my role as diplomatic spokes-
‘man of Free France at the BBC du-
ring the war and as coordinator of
400 Free French committees
‘throughout the world from 1941 to
1944 it would allow me to plead
successfully and with warmth the
cause of a people whom the world
was preparing to cast into oblivion.

Such were my certitudes and my
convictions, my enthusiasms and
naivetés as I landed at New York in
the pleasant Indian summer atmos-
phere of September 1947.

I was soon disappointed.
Georges Bidault. made the traditio-
nal opening speech on behalf of
France. He discussed all the pro-
blems of the moment but side-
stepped the Palestine question. He
simply said that he hoped that ’an
agreement could be reached about

it between Jews and Arabs’, while
admitting in private that he didn’t
believe it possibie.

That was the moment when I
tried to convince him that France
should not take sides on this key
question. Given the state of opinion
in the country, 1 thought it impossi-
ble to ask our delegation to oppose
the partition plan proposed by the
U.N. Committe of Enquiry but I
said forcefully that for the sake. of
law and justice and in the interests
of France we should abstain on the
final vote. I knew that several other

states would pay great attention to

our position when they had to take
sides; thus a Frech abstention,
openly announced in advance,
might prevent the partition of Pa-
lestine.

I used not only arguments based
on principles but others derived
from the recent past. I pointed out
that a French abstention at a time
when Washington and Moscow had
agreed on the partition of a Pales-
tine ‘abandoned by the British
would put France in a priviliged po-
sition within the Arab world and
would at one stroke efface the bad
memories of our mandate over Le-
banon and Syria and the clashes of
the recent years. Overseas France,
in which Muslim Arabs had a vital
place, could not be indifferent to
that advantage.

Georges Bidault was convinced
and, before leaving New York to go
back to Paris, authorised me to say
so openly. As spokesman for the
French delegation, I therefore pu-
blished on 20 October 1947, the

" following communiqué:

«In considering the proposals
made to the U.N. — partition of
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well-organised mass media. Zionist
propaganda was therefore certain
to be widely and sympathetically
listened to.

The second was that the United
States, which was very strongly in
favour of the partition proposal,
had at that time an automatic majo-
rity at the United Nations guaran-
teed by the twenty Latin American
countries. The majority of repre-
sentatives of these states closely
linked to Washington were inexpe-
rienced politically, had an inade-
quate knowledge of the U.N. mefa-
nism and the limits which should be
assigned to-its powers, and were
almost totally ignorant of the true
facts of the Palestinian problem.
American Jewish pressure groups
therefore had plenty of scope. to
manceuvre,

The third was that, for once, the
United States and the Soviet Union
were in agreement so that those
states which normally voted with
one or other of the super-powers
were likely to vote as the Jewish
Agency was recommending,.

Against this formidable coali-
tion, what could be done?

With a presumption which I was
later to realize was somewhat juve-
nile, I hoped I might be able to turn
the tide. I saw myself convincing the
uncommitted delegates and the-
reby saving the cause of peace in the
Middle East,

In the aircraft taking me to New
York I thought optimistically of the
trump cards I thought I held and
which I intented to play to the full.

The first was, of course, my
knowledge of the Palestinian pro-
blem (2).
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Thus it was that the first ties of
friendship and confidence had
come into being between Arab lea-
ders and myself-links which were to
develop and extend into other sec-

«tors and play a large part in my acti-
vities over the last half-century.

I thought I should use these ties
when I met General de Gaulle for
the first time in Cairo on 27 May
1941. This meeting which took
place on the eve of the Franco-
British intervention in Syria and
Lebanon should have enabled me
to demonstrate my knowledge of
these two countries. In reality, I was
not successful. First of all, I was di-
sappointed to realize taht the Ge-
neral was already aware of the in-
formation which I gave him about
the Germans using aerodromes in
the Levant. After that I was discon-
certed when this military genius,
whom the Vichy services had so
often described to me as a British
mercenary spent an entire hour
explaining why and how the British
were trying to take advantage of the
grim situation to drive us out of the
Mediterranean. I was too overawed
to make the short speech I had pre-
pared about the tactful way in
which prickly Syrian nationalism
should be handled. Finally in a
moment of mindless panic I broke
all the rules of protocol by getting
up and thereby ending the meeting,
though the General had doubtless
had the intention of keeping me
longer.

He didn’t hold it against me and
in the following months and years I
was, thanks to him, closely associa-
ted with Eastern Mediterranean
questions.

Such were the thoughts which, as



had given the French the mandate
for Lebanon and Syria and the Bri-
tish the mandate for Transjordan
and Irak. All four countries were
independent by 1947. Only Pales-
tine was the exception. The British
had the right to discuss the date by
which it should become indepen-
dent but absolutely no right to chop
up into pieces a country of which
they were merely the trustees. To
avoid committing this legal crime
the British government had passed
the burden on to the United
Nations. The latter was now being
asked, in violation of the principles
of its new charter and of most basic
rules of international law, to divide
up a territory which did not belong
to it and to settle the fate of a
people, who had as much right to
independence as any other, without
even consulting that people.
Politically the scheme was a
veritable powder- keg,

[t was clear that the Zionists
would not be satisfied with the
boundaries alloted them. In private
they did not hide that they would
take the U.N. proposed territories
as a first step so as to proclaim the
birth of the state of Israel and would
than go on to try to form a viable
entity with defensible frontiers.
This would inevitably lead to
conflict with Israel’s neighbours.

It was equally clear that the
Arabs would not accept this parti-
tion and despoilment and that the
Palestinian people would not agree
to be deprived of its rights and pro-
perty but would fight to protect its
ancestral land.

This scandalous dangerous pro-
ject was very likely, however, to be
adopted in September 1947 by the
international community, which, as
far as most of its membrs was
concerned, was, still under the in-
fluence of the shock provoked by
the large-scale massacre of Jews in
Nazi concentration-camps. Wes-
terners, and especially Europeans,
had a guilt-complex exploited by
the extravagant propaganda of the
Jewish Agency. The dominant fee-;
ling was that something must be
done to compensate the people of
Israel and the 1917 Bal four Decla-
ration was used to provide a justifi-
cation for the idea that this com-
pensation should take the form of a
Jewish state in Palestine. The
obvious argument that there was no
reason why Arabs should pay for
German crimes carried no weight
because Zionist  propaganda,
relying on the typical politician’s
ignorance of international history
and geography, had succeeded in
convincing a number of them that
Palestine was’a land without
people’. Thus it was that at the U.N.
General Assembly of April-May
1947 at which I was not present.
France, as I later discovered, had
followed in fairly docile fahhion the
United States and its allies in
everything to do with the setting-up
of the Committee of Enquiry.

Several factors increased the like
lihood of a vote unfavourable to
Arab interests.

The first was that the debate
would take place in New York, the
city with the largest and most in-
fluential Jewish community in the
world which in turn had a major
infuence over very powerful and
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MEN AND EVENTS

THE PARTITION OF PALESTINE

AsIrecall all the United Nations
sessions in which I have participa-
ted the:most important seems to me
to have been the 1947 General As-
sembly. The Assembly had to reach
a decision about a matter particu-
larly close to my heart and whose
importance I fully realised: the fate
of Palestine.

The situation was as follows: at
the beginning of the year Great Bri-
tain, which did not know how to
disentangle itself from the contra-
dictory promises made during the
war to Jews and Arabs about Pales-
tine, had decided to give up its
mandate and to confer on the Uni-
ted Nations the task of settling the
Palestinian problem.

A special General Assembly of
the U.N. had been summoned to
deal with-this. It took place in New
York from 28 April to 13 May 1947
and decided to set up a Committee
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By Raymond Offroy. (1)

of Enquiry with members from
other than the five permanent Se-,
curity Council countries and those
states directly concerned. The in-
tention was that the Committee
should present its report at the next
regular session of the U.N..

The report proposed the parti-
tion of Palestine into a Jewish state,
with incredibly convoluted fron-
tiers but the whole seacoast, and an
Arab state, with equally tortuous
frontiers and with its back to the
River Jordan. ,

This proposal represented, as-far
as principles were concerned, a ju-
dicial monstrosity and, in terms of
realities, contained the seeds of an
endless Middle East War,

The League of Nations had
conferred on Great Britain the
mandate, in legal terms, of «leading’
Palestine towards- independence.»
In this region the League of Nations



rian, economic and financial aid
which the Lebanon needs to repair
the damages caused by the israeli
aggression and to assure its recons-
truction.

The participants emphasized the
need to put an immediate end to the
Irag-Iran conflict and without fur-
ther delay to arrive at a negotiated
peace settlement which would res-
pect the interests of both countries
while guaranteeing both sove-
reignty and territorial integrity. On
this matter they expressed their ap-
preciation of the efforts on the part
of the Iraqi government to find such
a solution,.

The parliamentarians would like
to draw the attention of the perma-
nent members of the Security
Council to the importance of the
mission entrusted by the Arab
summit of Fez to the committee of
Arab Heads of States which is in
charge of ensuring the follow-up ot
the summit recommendations and
to begin the dialogue with the 5
countries concerned. Naturally,
they expect that the President of the
P.L.O. will be received on this occa-

L X X

sion on the same level as other
Heads of State and of Arab go-
vernments.

The Bonn participants urged Eu-
ropean governments to clearly re-
cognize the PLO as the only legiti-
mate representative of the Palesti-
nian pecple. It is thus qualified to
represent and defend the interests
of this people in general an particu-
iariy in any negociation susceptibie
of intervening in the establishment
of a just and lasting peace in the
Middle East.

. Peace must be based on the right
of return and on the exercise of the
right to self-determination. This
has already been recognised for the
Palestinians and will obviously lead
to an independent Palestinian state
in Palestine.

The Parliamentarians examined
Furo-Arab economic relations and
have drafted a report which will be
issued to FEuropean and Arab
parliaments.

The conference agreed on a joint
working-paper for next year and
has decided that the next meeting
will be held in Bagdad in 1983.
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gue 1naugurated 1 pamascus ¥
years ago. .

They condemned the new Israeli

invasion which is now going on in
" flagrant violation of international
law and with tragic conseqeuences.
Tens of thousands are now dead,
wounded or missing and hundreds
of thousands have been driven from
their homes or are now without
shelter.

They expressed profound indi-
gnation at the massacres perpetra-
ted against Palestinians in the refu-
gee camps notably at Sabra, Chatila
and Bourj el Barajenah under the
responsibility of the Israeli go-
vernment. They asked that a com-
mittee of inquiry to be set up under
the auspices of the United Nations.

They insist that the mandate of
the International Intervention
force should be drawn up so as to
allow them to act effectively to pro-
tect the security of the population
under threat.

The parliamentarians denounced
the continuation of the Israeli go-
vernment’s expansionist policy and
insisted on an immediate and un-
conditional with-drawal from the
Lebanon and from all the territories
occupied since 1967.

The participants welcomed the
measures taken by the Italian
trades-unionists as an act of solida-
rity towards victims and expressed

the hope that similar measures
would also be taken in other Euro-
pean countries.

More generally, they request th-t
sanctions be taken against Isra.l
within  the United Nations
or within smaller groups of States,
in order to put an end to the pre-
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viously mentioned policies. On this
matter the participants feel that the
EEC should abrogate the commer-
cial and financial agreements it has
made with Israel in aid of the
economy of that country.

The Bonn meeting of parliamen-
tarians expressed the warm satisfac-
tion concerning the peace plan
unanimously adopted by the Fez
Arab summit since it opens the way

to a just and lasting peace based on
international legality.

They noted the positive aspect of
the Reagan plan in so far as it illus-
trates an evolution in American po-
licy. The parliamentarians hope
that European governments,
conscious of their responsibility for
the establishment of peace, will call
for an international conference
with the participation of the parties
concerned including the P.L.O. in
its capacity as the legitimate repre-
sentative of the Palestinian people.

They considered that the present
circumstances were particularly
opportune for European govern-
ments to use their influence in
Washington in particular so as to
bring to a halt all forms of aid which
allow Israel to continue its policy of
territorial expansion and colonisa-
tion.

The parliamentarians called on
the signatories of the four Geneva
Conventions of 1949 to ensure that
Israel, which has signed and ratified
these conventions, should apply

‘these conventions especially as they

concern the protection of the civi-
lian population and respect for the
status of prisoners- of-war.

They remindes Arab and Euro-
pean governments of the humanita-



JOINT ACTIVITIES

THE BONN MEETING OF
THE EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE

(BONN 23- 24 SEPTEMBER 1982)

The joint meeting of AIPU and
PAEAC in September 1982 in
Bonn marked a real step forward in
the work of both associations. Not
only the number of delegates — 52
from 10 European and 13 Arab
countries — but also the political
weight of the delegations, including
two acting Presidents of Parlia-
ment, three vice-presidents and se-
veral ex-ministers, clearly demons-
trated the high level of the meeting.

12 A0VO: OO0 LT 1R

This quality characterised the
discussions on the political situation
and various problems of Euro-
Arab cooperation as well as the
final communiqué. Discussions
took place in an atmosphere of
frankness and mutual respect.

The difference between the first
Euro-Arab Parliamentary dialogue
in Bonn 1975 and the 1982 meeting
is both striking and encouraging.
While in 1975 some 30 delegates

from half a dozen Arab and Euro- '

pean countries had to meet almost
privately in a hotel, the 1982 mee-
'ting convened in the Bundestag (i.e.

the prliament of the F.R.G.) and
was officially welcomed by the
Vice-President of the Parliament
and the Minister of State for Fo-
reign Affairs on behalf of the Fede-
ral governement and on the first
evening there was an official dinner
in honour of the delegates to the
meeting.

Final Communique

The following is the finai
Communique adopted by the
meeting:

mentarians representing 13 Arab
countries, 10 European countries,
the Council of Europe and the Eu-
ropean Parliament met in Bonn
from 22 to 24 September 1982
under the auspices of the Arab
Inter-Parliamentary Union and the

‘Parliamentary Association for

Euro-Arab Cooperation and at the
invitation of the German section of
the Association.

They were continuing the

Euro-Arab - Parliamentary Dialo-
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the next phase. In this framework a
greatly important and common ac-
tion 1s put forward in front of the
Euro-Arab parliamentary dialo-
gue This common action can be
summarized in the following points:

1 — There is a mutual Euro-
Arab interest in political coopera-

tion to the benefit of both areas as -

well as to the benefit of peace and
stability in the world.

2 — It would be useful, due to
certain international, legal and his-
torical considerations that the Eu-
ropeans reconfirm the necessity to
work for safeguarding the sove-
reignty and integrity of Lebanon.

3 — Due to its geographical posi-
tions, historical relationships and
mutual interests, Europe is quali-
fied to play an active role in secking
a just and lasting solution to the
Palestinian cause and the Middle
East conflict.

4 — The UN Resolutions can
serve as a starting point for the es-

tablishment of a just and balanced
peace, and as a concept for the

18

rights of the Palestinian people
based upon the right to self-
determination and establishing the
independent Palestinian state on
the Palestinian soil.

5 — Protection of the Palestinian
people from annihilation, repres-
sion, demographic, historical and
cultural deformation, and the pro-
tection of its land from settlement
... should be considered as a human
duty. This principle has been adop-
ted by the UN, the UNESCO and
other international organizations.

6 — The Israeli withdrawal from

all the occupied Arab territories
and in the first place from Lebanon
is the sine qua non towards achie-
ving peace in the area.

7 — A call to hold an internatio-
nal conference under the auspices.
of the UN and with the participa-
tion of all parties concerned, inclu-

ding the PLO, would probably be
‘the first paractical step, in the Ser-

vice of justice and peace, which
should be achieved through a
Euro-Arab joint action.



ternational peace and security, the
necessity of the participation of

parliamentarians — through the .

1PU — in the meetings held to this
purpose and cooperation in order
that the U.N. will take the initiative
in this respect.

2 — Working towards strengthe-
ning friendly relations among

parliamentarians, consolidating the’

IPU, the impiementation of its reso-
lutions and confronting all attempts
aiming at weakening it.

3 — The inter-connection of the
political, economic and cultural as-
pects of the dialogue. Arab parlia-
mentarians, in this respect, strive to
achieve equal economic relations
between Europe and the Arab
World based upon cooperation in
all spheres especially in the ex-
change of essential products and
industries to both parties. They also
strive to establish a new internatio-
nal economic order that enables the
developing countries to have the
full power to utilize their natural
resources for ihe development and
progress of their peoples.

4 — Explaining the Arab concep-
tion, concerning the solution of the
Middle East problem and the Pales-
tinian issue, on the basis of the fol-
lowing principles adopted by the
U.N. and all other international or-
ganizations:

— Just peace in the area can only
be achieved through the complete

and unconditional withdrawal of
Israel from all the occupied Arab
and Palestinian terriotories, and the
restoration of the inalienable na-
tional rights of the Arab Palestinian

people — as confirmed by the U.N.
resolutions and in particular the fol-
lowing rights:

a — The inalienable right of the
Arab Palestinian people to return
to its homeland and properties.

b — The right of the Arab Pales-
tinian people to self-determination.

. without any foreign interference,

including its right to national inde-
pendence and sovreignty.

¢ — The right of the Arab Pales-
tinian people to establish its own
independent and sovereign state.

d — The right of the PLO, being
the sole and legitimate representa-
tive of the Palestinian people, to
participate independently and on
equal footing in all the activities ai-

- ming at finding a just and compre-

hensive solution of the Palestinian
issue.

5 — The Camp David accords do
not constitute an appropriate basis
to the. solution of the Middle East
conflict for many reasons, the most
important of which is that the legi-
timate rights of the Arab Palesti-
nian people are disregarded and
diminished to mere «autonomy»
that has been rejected by the Pales-
tinian people.

Undoubtedly, the recent Israeli
aggression against Lebanon and the
Palestinian revolution and the sa-
vage massacres against the helpless
civilians in Sabra and Shatila and
other areas has led the Middle East
problem and the Arab Israeli
conflict into a relatively new phase.
The Arab side is convinced that Eu-
rope can play an important role in
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European parliamentarians to the
Arab Causes, is not yet up to what
we wish for. Meanwhile, such
stands can not but be considered
courageous, due to the overall
anti-Arab atmosphere among the
larger number of European parli-
mentarians. We higly appreciate
the steadfastness of our friends in
spite of all kinds of pressure put on
them, in order to make them
change their convictions concer-
ning the just Arab causes, which
amounted in the case of some to
loosing their parliamentary seats.

4 — ]t should be noted that the
dialogue between the official Euro-
pean and Arab parliamentary or-
ganizations (the Arab IPU; Euro-
pean Parliament and the Council of
Europe) has not yet been started in
spite of the initiative made by the
AIPU to contact the European
Parliament. But that initiative was
not requited. Efforts are still being
- expended to this effect, and our
friends-members of the Associa-
tion in both — can undoubtedly
contribute to the success of these
efforts. Despite its sluggishness the
dialogue with Europe is an impot-
tant channel which should be deve-
loped and deepended.

o

Stemming from the belief in the
importance and effectiveness of
parliamentary dialogue in achie-
ving cooperation and strengthening

friendship with freedom-loving
parliamentarians everywhere in the
world, and from the consdieration
that such dialogue is a useful means
contributing to the solution of in-
ternational conflicts, Arab parlia-
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mentarians have adopted at their
second conference (held in Algeria
March, 1981) the principle of esta-
blishing contacts with different
parliamentary groups all over the
world, with the purpose of creating
a suitable ground for mutual coope-.
ration. The Secretariat of the AIPU
— in collaboration with the presi-
dency — has worked out a plan
which was adopted by the eleventh
and twelfth Council meetings (Da-
mascus — August — 1981, and
Kuwait, January 1982 respective-
ly). This plan requires on the one
hand the strengthening of the rela-
tions between the AIPU and the
Association, and on the other hand
sending Arab Parliamentary dele-
gations to contact the parliaments
of the socialist countries Latin
American and African countries, to
negotiate the strengthening of
friendly relations and cooperation
— especially in the IPU meetings —
and the exchange of parliamentary
experiences on the basis of deepe-
ning democtratic work.

Arab parliamentarians, in their
dialogue with the different parlia-
mentary groups, do not issue from
the void, but work according to
concrete principles that suit their
national “interests and meet the
needs of the struggle of humanity,
which is the common denominator
between them and their colleagues
all over the world. The second Arab
Inter-Parliamentary Conference
has dealt with this point and worked
out the principles of dialogue with
the different parliamentary groups.
These principles can be summed up
as follows:

1 — The common struggle for
establishing and safe guarding in-



Parliamentarians in dialogue, and
consequently made dialogue with
other parliaments and parliamen-
tary organizations one of the main
activities of the Arab Inter-
Parliamentary Union. Such an acti-
vity aims principally at contacts
with Parliamentarians to discuss the

problems facing the international.

community, and towards ensuring
an understanding of the just Arab
causes, especially the Palestinian
Arab cause, with the purpose of
forming a world opinion that by its
influence will contribute to the rea-
lization of peace in the Middle East.

In order to realize these objecti-
ves the Arab IPU, since its founda-
tion took the initiative in conduc-
ting dialogue with West-European
parlimentarians. This dialogue was
enhanced by the foundation of the
Parliamentary Association for
Euro-Arab Cooperation. The first
conference of Euro-Arab Parlia-
mentary Dialogue was held in Da-
mascus from 12 to 17 September
1974. And in spite of some difficul-
ties, agreement on certain political,
economic and cultural resolutions
was reached.

The second conference was held
in Luxemburg from June 29 th to
July 2 nd, and was devoted to the
meetings of the Political, Economic
and Cultural Committees. It
adopted:

a) a political statement that inclu-
ded practical proposalsceconcer-
ning the solution of the Mid-East
conflict and the Palestinian ques-
tion. b) Economic and cultural reso-
lutions that defined the spheres of
mutual cooperation and practical
‘plans to execute the economic and

cultural resolutions adopted.

Following this a meeting took
place in The Hague in the
Netherlands on the 25- 26 th of
September, 1980 in which cultural
and economic issues were discuss -
ed.

A meeting of the political com-
mittee of the Euro-Arab Dialogue
was held in Rabat on the 26-27 th
of June 1981.

The latest was the Bonn Confe-
rence (23-24 September 1982)
which was the broadest, both in
number and representation. This
conference can be considered as an
important step forward. It adopted.
a joint annual working plan for the
Association and AIPU. The execu-
tion of this plan would strengthen
the relations between the two orga-
nizations and broaden the ranks of
the pro-Arab European public opi-
nion in West Europe.

The outcome of the dialogue
conferences — in particular the
Bonn Conference — allows for a
preliminary evaluation of the expe-
rience of dialogue through the past
eight years. The following remarks
can be made:

1 — The two parties are convin-
ced that the dialogue has become a
reality and that its sphere should be
broadened year after year.

2 — The dialogue has been able
to achieve a broadening of the
parliamentary understanding and’
sympathy to the Arab and particu-
larly the Palestinian Cause. The
overall membership of the Associa-
tion increased from around 100 at
its foundation to about 650 at pre-
sent.

3 — The understanding of the
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problem — one of the most sensi-
tive and complex ones — on whose
solution peace in the area, if notin
the world at large, depends.

We are convinced, with all free-
dom lovers in the world, that the
Palestenian problem is the crux of
the Middle East conflict. The Arab
Palestinian cause is a political one
that is the core of the Arab cause,
and is in part the responsibility of
the international community.

A consequence of this concep-
tion is that a comprehensive and
just solution of this problem has to
be based on the resolutions adopted

by the official and specialized orga-

nizations of the U.N., this interna-
tional body that decided many a
time that the basis of ahieving a
comprehensive settlement of the
Palestinian issue is through ena-
bling the Arab Palestinian People
to regain its legitimate rights to re-
turn, to self-determination and the
establishment of its independent
state on the soil of its homeland.
These principles forming a basis to
settle the Palestinian problem and
the Middle East conflict wére
confirmed by the the last Fezz Arab
Summit (Sept. 1982) and were wel-
comed on both the official and po-
pular levels in different parts of the
world.

_ Taking into consideration the

dangers in the international situa-
tion, the nuclear confrontation
between the contending powers,
and the danger of the explosion of
the local conflicts the respective in-
ternational . organizations, espe-
cially the U.N., are energetically
working for the sake of detente and
solving chronic international pro-
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blems through dialogue. Peaceful
solutions imply those that are based
upon dialogue. And we are for just
and peaceful solutions that ensure
to our people their rights, to our soil
the liquidation of occupation, and
to our world the disappearance of
the ghost of war and destruction.

ats e s
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If dialogue is an accepted princi-
ple among politicians, it should be
more acceptable among Parliamen-
tarians, because they are one of the
main groups that paid a special
attention to the problem of interna-
tional peace and security. This topic
was discussed many a time at the
IPU congresses, councils and com-
mittees, the proposals and recom-
mendations of which were a true
expression of the sincere intention
to contribute to the efforts made to
this effect by the United Nations.

Parliamentarians, being the re-
presentaitves of the will of the peo-
ples, that do not accept waging de-
vastating and destructive wars on
this planet of ours, have undoubte-
dly an important role to play to-
wards the treatment of this extre-
mely dangerous situation. It is only
natural that the role of parlimenta-
rians in this respect, depends on the
extent of thé development of se-
rious and sincere cooperation
among them. This cooperation can
be deepened through the intensi-
fication of meetings and resorting
to dialogue as a means for revealing
the causes of tersion our world is
witnessing towards eleminating.
them.

Such a reasoning constituded the
foqndation for the interest of Arab



PARLIAMENTARY DIALOGUE:

OBJECTIVES AND PRINCIPLES

When Adristotle, the famous
Greek philosopher, was once
asked, «How can you easily get to
the minds of people?» he answered,
«I sound them out twice, the first
time to know what they want, the
second to convince them of what |
want».

This old Greek wisdom can serve
as a principle in the world of today-
this world full of contradictions and
conflicts, that threaten with explo-
sions and catastrophes. To conduct
a dialogue means to resort to the
language of logic, to approach
minds and arrive at what we want
through persuasion. Indeed our
world is in need of resorting to the
logic and dialogue of minds rather
than the dialogue of cannons and
the clatter of the astounding variety
of arms.

al Ak ats
S
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The difficult and complicated
conditions, through which the in-

BY:
Abderrahman Bouraoui
Secretary General of
Arab-Inter Parliamentary Union

ternational community steers,
ciearly manifest the dangers threa-
tening our world and exposing hu-
manity to destruction and extinc-
tion.

The wvast amount of weapons

scattered throughout the globe, the

continuation of the arms race, the
development of the means of des-
truction and death, and the expan-
sion of the arms trade, ali these
confirm that in the case of confron-
tation among contending powers,
the possibility of containing da-
mage within a certain area or even
certain areas would not be feasible.
There would be neither losers nor
winners, as was the case in former
wars. Humanity at large, all men
and women will face death and ex-
tinction whenever they happen to
be.

In each and every nook and
cranny in the world there are
conflicts threatening international
peace and security. In the Middle
East, in particular, there is a chronic
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ror of the Zionist lobby; The Hague
(September 1980) in the beautiful
setting of the Dutch parliament
with participation of all parties in a
country which only a few years be-
fore had been definitely pro-Israeli;
Rabat (June 1981) with a particu-
larly strong Arab delegation and
Bonn (September 1982) which is
discussed elsewhere in this issue.

Other meetings have included
one with the Palestine National
Council in Strasbourg (April 1980)
and help in arranging a meeting
between Socialist members of the
Association and the Algerian go-

vernment (April 1982). We have.

also tried to exert influence in the
1J.S. not because the Association is
pro or for that matter anti-
American but because we think
that this is a sphere in which we can
be useful. We have had three joint
meeting with American parliamen-
tarians as well as sending one dele-
gation to the U.S.

In May 1982 several members of
the Executive visited Middle East
countries and we have frequently
put Arab organisations in touch
with European members of parlia-
ment working towards the same ob-
jectives.

Two years ago we took the im-
portant decision to extend our acti-
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vities from the 10 EEC countries to
the 21 Council of Europe countries.
National sections have not yet been
established in all of the latter be-
cause the secretariat has not had
enough staff to make the necessary
journeys and contacts. The Asso-
ciation also has a strong section in
the Council of Europe and a weak
but hard-working one in the Euro-
pean Parliament.

National sections work indepen-
dently though in consultation with
the secretariat staff in Paris whose
number has recently doubled from
2 to 4 full time workers — far less,
we hope, than most people imagine.
Sections are involved in constant
letters and delegations to their res-
pective governments as well as par-
ticipation in meetings, demonstra-
tions and seminars, In addition both
they and the Paris secretariat pu-
blish pamphlets.

Looking back on it more than 8
years of work for the Association I
feel a sense of pride in the great
expansion of its number and presti-
ge, hapiness at the friendship I have
made with both Europeans and
Arabs through the Association and
the frustration and anger that we
still seem far wawy from achieving -
even a modicum of justice for the
Palestinian people.



be taken of the legitimate rights of
the Palestinians» but the crucial
question was whether this was me-
rely a pious hope put forward to
soothe Arab susceptibilities or
whether Europe would go forward
to recognize Palestinian national
rights even if it upset the U.S. and
the Zionist lobbies in EEC
countries.

In June 1974 a small office was
open in Paris and founders was gra-
tified by the warm welcome exten-
ded by Arab parliamentarians ‘to
their initiative. We always like to
calim — though there were ob-
viously many more and equally im-
portant reasons — that the
setting-up of the AIPU was, in part,
inspired by the wish to encourage
us.

In September 1974 more than 50
European Parliamentarians were
invited to Damascus. The Associa-
tion, still in its infancy, tried to
maintain its policy of involving
parliamentarians from all shades of
political opinion as it has always
done in the Executive Committee,
where one parliamentarian from a
pro-government and one from an
opposition party represents each
country.

Looking back on it now from a
position of relative strength it
seems a miracle that this frist mee-
ting was such a success. Many of the
European participants didn’t know
each other and had never visited an
Arab country; others were despera-
tely nervous of the barrage of criti-
cism directed at them by the Zionist
lobby in each country. There was an
hectic programme including a day
in Kuneitra and two days in Leba-
non staymng at the now destroyed

Holiday Inn hotel in Beirut and
many speakers on both sides had
not yet found that common use of
language which is part of our mee-
tings nowadays. There were mo-
ments when one might have ima-
gined oneself taking part in a
parliamentary debate rather than in
a common search for a just Middle
East peace.

As so often it was the conversa-
tions outside parliamentary buil-
dings and the amazingly warm hos-
pitality of the Syrians towards dele-
gates whose views must sometimes
have surprised them that made all
the difference. Reading today the
joint resolutions-political, econo-
mic and cultural, they seem vey
mild but in the context of Septem-
ber 1974 it was a real achievement
to have got a group of influential
European parliamentarians to
agree to campaign in their national
parliaments for recognition of Pa-
lestinian national rights, a phrase
which even the U.N. had not yet
taken up.

There will be many subsequent
joint meetings of our two associa-
tions and room only to maintain a
few of them. Bonn (September 75),
when Lenelotte von Bothmer resis-
ted last minute pressure from the
German government-to cancel the
meeting because the authorities
were reluctant to admit representa-
tives of the Palgstine National
Council and where the German
Minister of State for Foreign Af-
fairs subsequently had a long talk
with the Head of the Palestinian de-
legation; Luxembourg (July 1977)
where the Palestine national flag
flew over the European parliament
building to the great alarm and hor-
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THE PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION

FOR EURO-ARAB

It is tempting, but it would be
untrue, to suggest that the Parlia-
mentary Association was founded
as a result of profound discussion at
a high intellectual level. The truth is
more prosaic and in line with the
way the Association has always de-
veloped pragmatically in response
“to practical challenges.

Although Arabs now may be di-
sappointed by the relatively feeble
policy of most Western European
governments and parliamentarians
they should realize that in the early
70s the position was much worse. A
very small minority of European
parliamentarians from different
countries and political parties
would occasionally come acroos
each other at international confe-
rences. Usually in a minority in
both national and party delegations
and faced, on the issue of Palestine,
by a resolute and well organized
Zionist lobby, a few of them,
decided that it would be useful to
set up an Association which would
allow those who shared their views
'to get into contact with each other.
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COO PERATION

In March 1974 Christopher (now
Lord) MAYHEW, a former La-
bour Minister for the Navy and
Ambassador Raymond OFFROY,
who had rallied to the Gaullist
cause in the dark days of 1940,
convened a meeting of 26 E.E.C.
parliamentarians in Paris. Partici-
pation in the meeting was a trifle
haphazard. Apart from a number of
Parliamentarians known personally
to the two organizers others had
been invited on the basis of sugges-
tions from the Arab League and
embassies. Some of the Jater group
flinched when it came to the point
of signing a policy resolution, mild
though the resolution was.

The organizers made no secret of
the fact that they wanted the
Euro-Arab cooperation endorsed
by the 9 E.E.C. governments on 6
November 1973 to cover not only
the energy and economic aspects
which appealed to European go-
vernments but the political aspect
which was upmost in Arab minds.
The Copenhagen declaration had |
said that «in the establishment of a
just and lasting peace account must



the UAP. Representatives of Arab
[PU participated in several confe-
rences of the UAP. Recently, it has
been agreed to hold an Afro-Arab
parliamentary meeting and prepa-
rations are being made to hold it in
Tunisia during 1983.

4 — Participation in the meetings of
the Inter-Pariiamentary Union:

The AIPU regularly participates
in the activities of the IPU and at-
tends its councils and conferences
in its capacity as an observer. The
AIPU was represented for the first
time at the 61 st conference of the
IPU held in Tokyo 1874.

At all the conferences in which

the ATPU took part, itsrepresenta--

tives participated in discussing the
different items inserted on the

©ee

‘agenda. It has greatly succeeded, to

explain to fellow parliamentarians
the different aspects of the Palesti-

nian problem and the Arab-Israeli
conflict. s

Those explanations helped to-
step up support of the parliamenta-
rians to the Arab rights as it was
clear from the Resolutions adopted
by those conferences on the Middle
East problem and the Paiestinian
Question.

5 — The Arab IPU also main-

tains a contact with Canada-Arab

Exchange Association which was
recently founded in Ottawa.

The Arab TPU is firmly confi-
dent “that such relations and
contacts will definitely deepen un-
derstanding and cooperation
among peoples and contribute to
safeguerding international peace
and Security. _



with different parliaments and
parliamentarians to explain the
Arab position as regards both re-
gional and international questions
and to set up liaisons of friendship
and cooperation between Arab
Parliamentarians and their collea-
gues all over the world.

During the few past years the
Union succeeded in maintaining re-
liable relations with parliaments
and parliamentary associations in
many countries.

The international activities of the
Inter-Arab Parliamentary Union
may be summed up as follows:

{ — The Eure-Arab Parliamentary
Dialogue:

Jointly with the Parliamentary
Association for Euro-Arab coope-
ration, the AIPU has set up a chan-
nel for dialogue between Arab and
European parliamentarians.

‘Several conferences and mee-
tings were held in the framework of
this dialogue in Arab and European
capitals. At all those conferencesand
meetings resolutions and recom-
mendations aiming at strengthe-
ning Euro-Arab relations were
adopted. The resolutions also cal-
led for a comprhensive and peace-
ful solution of the Middle East pro-
blem on the basis of the U.N. Reso-
lutions and the recognition of the
inalienable rights of the Arab Pales-
tinian people including the right to
return, the right to self-
determination and the establis-
hment fo the independent Palesti-
nian state on the Palestinan soil
under the leadership of the PLO,
the sole and legitimate representa-

tive of the Palestinian people. Those

resolutions and recommendations
also condemend - the continuous
Israeli occupation of the Arab terri-
tories and the policy of colonization
and repression practised by israel in
the occupied Arab territories.

In the framework of the parlia-
mentary dialoge with Europe, the
Arab IPU is trying to establish rela-
tions with the European Parliament
with the purpose of strengthening
the common objectives of Euro-
Arab cooperation.

2 - Relations with the parlia-
ments of the Socialist countries:

The Arab [PU has established a
channel for dialogue with ‘the
parliaments of the Socialist coun-
tries. During 1981 and 1982 two
Arab parliamentary delegations
had paid visits to the Soviet Union,
German Democratic Republic,
Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, Hunga-~
ry, Rumania; Yugoslavia and Cuba.
The exchange of documents
and letters is taking place between
the General Secretariat of the Arab
IPU and the parliaments of those
countries. Cooperation and coordi-
nation between the delegations of
those parliaments and Arab delega-
tions also take place parlicularly at
the IPU conferences.

3 — Afro - Arab Dialogue:

Cooperation and coordination
with the Union of African Parlia-
ments (UAP) forman important
item in the plans of the Arab IPU,
whose councils and conferences
have adopted several resolutions
calling for stengthening contacts
with African parliaments and with



councils the Union had discussed
different political, administrative
and financial questions and adop-
ted the resolutions and recommen-
dations that guarantee the effecti-
veness and continuation of the
Union’s activity in different fields.
It had also drawn up plans which
help coordinate and unify the acti-
vities of Arab parliamentarians at
the international conferences and
gatherings as well as in their rela-
tions with different international
parliamentary organizations.

PARLIAMENTARY
SYMPOSIUMS

One of the objectives of the Arab
IPU is the coordination and unifica-
tion of legislation in Arab coun-
tries. To achieve this aim the Union
organizes, in the framework of each
conference, a symposium to discuss
important legislative questions.
The first symposium took place in
the framework of the Second confe-
rence (Algiers, 1981); its subject
was:

«Arab Parliamentary Experience
in the light If the world contempo-
rary Experiences». Preparations
are now being made to hold the
Second Symposium which will dis-
cuss an important subject:

«The Unified Arab Parliament:
‘Tts fundamentals and means of

achievement» The Union had also:

organized a gathering for the ex-
change of Arab legislative expe-
rience (Baghdad, Mars, 1982)
Parliamentarians and specialists in

legislation from all member parlia-

ments in the Union took partin the
gathering and presented researehes
dealing with the legistative
experience of their countries.

PUBLICATION AND
INFORMATION.

The General Secretariat of the
Union issues a quarterly Review
called «The Arab Parliament»
which covers the different activities
of the Union. Moereover, articles
and researches dealing with the dif-
ferent fields of the Union’s activi-
ties are also published in it. The
Review is distributed among merii-
bers of Arab parliaments, people
and organizations interested in
parliamentary affairs.

RELATIONS WITH
THE ARAB LEAGUE

The Arab IPU maintains an ever
developing relation with different
organs of the Arab League with the
purpose of coordinating the activi-
ties of both institutions at the inter-
national conferences and in their re-
lations with international and re-
gional organizations, particularly
parliamentary ones.

V — The Union activities on the In-
ternational level

International activity forms one
of the important goals of the efforts
exerted by the Arab Inter-
Parliamentary Union. Every possi-
bility is explored far the intensifica-
tion of the role of the Arab national
groups in contributing to the set-
tlement of the pending internatio-
nal questions, such as disarmament,
decolonization, the combat of illite-
racy, the establishment of a new in-
ternational economic order, etc.

Everything is done to recruit all
possibilities in order to put forward
the Arab cause on the international
circles, to maintain close contacts



Council — The Arab Republic of
Yemen.

11 — Purposes of the Union

The charter of the union adopted
by the Constituent Assembly as-
signs the purposes of the union as
follows:

a) Strengthening contacts and
dialogue among Arab parliaments
and Arab parliamentarians to the
effect of coordinating Arab parlia-
mentary activities, uniting them all
in a common action on various
fields and exchanging legislative
experience.

b) Coordination of the activities
of Arab Parliaments on various in-
ternational forums, organisations
and other fields, particularly within
the framework of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union for those
Arab parliaments who are mem-
bers of it.

¢) Discussion of the common
Arab causes, both on the Arab na-
tional and the international levels,
and the adoption of recommenda-
tions and resolutions in this connec-
tion.

d) Work for enhancing the de-
mocratic concepts and values in the
Arab countries.

e) Work for coordination and
unification of legislation in the
Arab states.

f) Consolidating cooperation

among the peoples of the world in

the struggle for peace based on jus-
tice.

HI — Composition of the Union

The organs of the Arab Inter-
Parliamentary Union are:

— The conference — which is
composed of delegations represen-
ting the Arab parliamentary groups
affiliated to the Union. The confe-
rence is held once every two years
and is headed by the chariman of
the host group.

— The Council of the union —

Which is composed of two members
representing each group. The coun-
cil is to be regularly held every year
and is alternately headed by .
charmen of the national groups ac-
cording to the alphabetical order.
When necessary, an emergency ses-
sion of the council may be held.

— The General Secretariat —

which is headed by the Secretary
General who is appointed by the
council of the union for two years.

— The permanent headquarters
of the union shall be at Damascus.

IV — The Union activities on the
Arab level

CONFERENCES
AND COUNCILS

Since its foundation the Union
held two conferences and it is now
preparing to hold its third Confe-
rence in Baghdad (May, 1983). It
also held 13regular and emergency
councils the latest of whick was the
Rabat council in February 1983.

At all those conferences and



ARAB INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION

I — Establishment and Member-
ship

The Arab Inter-Parliamentary
Union was established in'1974 as a
result of a unanimous historical de-
cision passed by a constituent
conference held in Damascus from
19 to 21 June 1974. Representati-
ves of the parliaments of the follo-
wing Arab countries signed the
constituent communiqué:

Jordan, Bahrain, Tunisia, Sudan,
Palestine, Kuwait, Lebanon, Egypt.

Gradually other Arab parlia-
ments joined the Union. Now the
membership of the AIPU compri-
ses the following parliaments:

1 — The House of Notables —
The Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan.

2 — The Fedral National Assem-
bly — The United Arab Emirates.

3 — The House of Representati-
ves — The Republic of Tunisia.

4 — The People’s National As-
sembly — The Democratic Repu-
blic of Algeria.

5 — The National Assembly —
The Republic of Djibouti

6 — The People’s Council — The
Democratic Republic of Sudan.

7 — The People’s Council — The
Syrian Arab Republic.

8 — The People’s Council — The
Democratic Republic of Somalia.

9 — The National Council — Pa-
lestine.

10 — The National Assembly —
The Republic of Iraq.

11 — The National Assembly —
The State of Kuwait.

12 — The House of Representa-
tives — The Republic of Lebanon.

13 — The House of Representa-
tives — The Kingdom of Morocco.

14 — The People’s Supreme
Council — The Democratic Repu-
blic of Yemen.

15 — The People’s Constituent-



The theme of mutual respect will,
of course, underlie every issue of
«PARLIAMENTARY DIALO-
GUE». We shall try to review
books in Arabic or in European
languages dealing with aspects of
the Buro-Arab relationship. We be-
lieve that Arab and Europeans

alike will profit from reviews of’

books by Arab authors reviewed by
Europeans and vice versa. We shall
also encourage editors to publish
translations.

Although our two associations

are jointly sponsoring «PARLIA-
MENTARY DIALOGUE» we do

Abderrahman BOURAQUI
Secretary General of
ARAB IPU

not necessarily-endorse every opi-.
nion of our contributors. We shall
be happy to print letters dealing
with contributions and we welcome
suggestions for future issues.

We hope that «<PARLIAMEN-
TARY DIALOGUE» will make a
contribution not only to the search

for a just and lasting settlement in
the Middle East, which must_iny
clude the establushment of an inde-
pendent Palestinian state, but to the
wider field of Euro-Arab coopera-
tion, as well as to the questions of
international peace and coopera-
tion.

Robert SWANN
Secretary General of
PAEAC



EDITORIAL

PARLIAMENTARY DIA LOGUE

«PARLIAMENTARY DIA-
LOGUE» will, we hope, help dee-
pen and enrich understanding
between Arab and European
parlimentarians as well as between
the Arab World and Europe and
thereby lead to more effective coo-
peration between the Arab Inter-
Parliamentary Uion and the Parlia-
mentary Association for Euro-
Arab Cooperation.

FEach issue will contain informa-
tion about the activities, seperately
and jointly, of the Union and the
Association but its objective is
more ambitious than to be simply a
bulletin of events.

At our joint meetings we are ine-
vitably confronted by a number of
problems, the majority linked to
the burning issue of the Palestinian
right to a national : tate in Palestine,
which require imn.ediate action by
Arab and European parliamenta-
rians in national parliaments, in su-
pranational organisations such as
the European Parliament, the
Council of Europe and the Inter-
parliamentary Union or through
delegations designed to influence
governments. '

This is right and proper, but it
means that a number of topics
which should be developed in depth
are only touched upon superficially.
We have in mind particularly the
historical and geographical context
which frames our Euro-Arab dialo-
gue and largely explains the image
Europeans and Arabs have of each
other. This is not simply an abstract
question of academic interest be-
cause it helps to explain public opi-
nion in Europe and the Arab world
which in turn influences govern-
ments.

«PARLIAMENTARY DIA-
LOGUE» will be particularly

‘concerned with those aspects of

economic relations which involve
Euro-Arab Cooepration in general
and not merely bargaining about oil
exports from the Arab world and
manufactured exports from Euro-
pe. The developing world should be
the field for Euro-Arab coopera-
tion not based on the old and crude
idea that the Arabs should provide
the money and the Europeans the

‘techonology, while the Third World

should say, «thank you», but on mu-

‘tual respect and common benefit.



Editor In Chief

Abderrahman Bouraoui
secretary General of
Arab IPU
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